
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., right, walks with Ashton Carter, during a Senate Armed Service Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. The Senate on Thursday, 
Feb. 12, 2015, easily confirmed Carter to be the next defense secretary, installing a new Pentagon chief as the United States increases military action against the 
Islamic State group. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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DECO DIAMOND, DIAMOND DIAL 


ON BLUE NIGHTS CRYSTAL 


Shiva's 


L.G. Smith Blvd. #94 
Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
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CRA VMG A GOOD STEAK ? 

ONE POUND of Nature/ Grass-fid Reef from she Argentinean Pampas, grilled to perfection 
hy our Master Grill Chefs over a real charcoalfire. . Juicy, lean anti fill of flavor. 

ITS TIME FOR IrilKB STEAK! 

Open daily from / fc$0 am till / 1:00 put. For reservations call $82^677 

Lunch and Early Bird specials available till 5:00 pm and daily Happy Hour fain 5:00-7:00 pm 


Carter wins Senate approval as defense secretary 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate on Thursday con¬ 
firmed President Barack 
Obama’s choice to run the 
Pentagon, handing Ash 
Carter the unenviable task 
of steering the military as 
the United States confronts 
Islamic State militants, con¬ 
flict in Ukraine and other 
worldwide threats. 

The vote in the Republican- 
controlled Senate was 93-5. 
Carter will replace Chuck 
Hagel, the former Repub¬ 
lican senator who had a 
rough relationship with 
Obama’s insular group of 
national security advisers. 
Carter will be Obama’s 
fourth defense secretary 
in six years, joining a line of 
succession that began with 
Robert Gates and included 
Leon Panetta and Hagel. 
One of Carter’s first tasks 
will be helping to win sup¬ 
port for Obama’s call to 
Congress for new author¬ 
ity to use force against 
the IS extremists. Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats have 
reacted negatively to 
Obama’s draft proposal, 
criticizing both its limitations 
and vagueness. 

In endorsing the 60-year- 
old Carter, Republicans ex¬ 
pressed little hope that he 
would have better success 


in jelling with Obama’s in¬ 
ner circle than Hagel did. 
The Vietnam War veteran 
was often the outsider and 
he announced in Novem¬ 
ber he was stepping down. 


The president’s relationship 
with the Pentagon has of¬ 
ten been strained. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, a Repub¬ 
lican who backed Carter, 


said he “needs to have the 
courage to speak truth to 
power — to Congress, yes, 
but also to his commander 
in chief." 

While moving ahead on 


Carter, Senate Republicans 
delayed a committee vote 
on Loretta Lynch, Obama’s 
nominee for attorney gen¬ 
eral. Lawmakers said they 
had more questions for 


Lynch, the U.S. attorney for 
the eastern district of New 
York who would become 
the nation’s first black fe¬ 
male attorney general if 
confirmed. 


Democrats complained 
that Lynch is being held to 
a double standard com¬ 
pared to other nominees 
and said her nomination 
should be approved imme¬ 


diately. Her confirmation is 
expected after Congress’ 
one-week recess. 

Carter served as the Pen¬ 
tagon's second-ranking 
official from 2011 to 2013, 
spent two years previously 
as the department's tech¬ 
nology and weapons-buy- 
ing chief and was assistant 
secretary of defense for in¬ 
ternational security policy 
during Bill Clinton’s admin¬ 
istration. He prefers to be 
called Ash rather than his 
given name, Ashton. 

The next Pentagon chief 
faces a long to-do list for a 
military looking at reduced 
budgets and crises world¬ 
wide. 

The Islamic State group 
has claimed large swaths 
of Iraq and Syria. Russian- 
backed separatists threat¬ 
en Ukraine. The war is wind¬ 
ing down in Afghanistan 
after more than a decade 
of fighting, but there is 
widespread debate about 
whether the residual U.S. 
force is sufficient to protect 
gains. 

At his confirmation hear¬ 
ing last week, McCain told 
Carter he hoped he would 
push back on any attempt 
by the White House to mi¬ 
cromanage the Defense 
Department, or over-cen- 
tralize U.S. foreign and de¬ 
fense policiesO 



Ashton Carter is greeted by Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., right, during a Senate Armed Service 
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. The Senate on Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015, easily 
confirmed Carter to be the next defense secretary, installing a new Pentagon chief as the United 
States increases military action against the Islamic State group. At far left is Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., 
speaking with former Connecticut Sen. Joe Lieberman, third from left. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite 
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USTACES 


Fall in love again 

while you indulge an exquisite line dining experience 

and let this Valentine’s Day 
be the sweetest yet 
at 

THE RITZ'CARLTON, ARUBA 

on 

Saturday, February 14th 


MADE 

✓ ifn 


Diver Scallop 
Carpaccio, 

Celery root, 
Russian Osctra Caviar 

Black Seabass 
Crispy skin. 

Potato Fondame. 
Tarragon 

Beef 

1855 Beef Filet, parsnips. 
Red currant, 

Black chocolate ami 
Tonka beans. 

Chocolate 

Chocolate Rose Cremcux, 
Red Velvet sponge, 
Rose sorbet 


Shrimp Spiedini 

Shrimp, Tomato, Mushroom and 
Zucchini with 
Arugula peslo sauce 

Pasta 

Homemade Gnocchi 
With gotten zotn sauce, pecans and 
Caramelised apples 

Meal 

Braised Veal Cheeks 
served with Crispy Polenta, 
Asparagus tips. Cauliflower puree 
(vegetarian options available) 

Dessert 

Raspberries While chocolate fitir & 
Warm Chocolate Cake 
Fresh berries, vuitiflti bean ice 
cream 


Feast on small bites 

shrimp cevfehe, lender loin skewers, 
crab cakes, lobster cappuccino 
uharculcric and cheeses, 
mixed olives. 


Reef and ranch pairing 

I 855 Black Angus Rib eye, 
Caribbean lobster, 
pommes duche&e, asparagus, 
sauce beamaise, 
seasonal vegetables 


Chocolate Chocolate 

Cream Cheese Red Velvet & 
Classic Chocolate C ake Jumbo 
straw herry, 
grand mariner sauce 


125 USD per person 


05 USD per person 


15 t> USD per couple 


For reservations please call 527-2222 
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‘American Sniper’ suspect says he took ‘couple of souls’ 


“people were sucking his 
soul.” 

Routh’s mother had asked 
Kyle, whose wartime ex¬ 
ploits were depicted in his 
memoir, to help her son 
overcome personal trou¬ 
bles that on at least one 


occasion led him to be 
admitted to a psychiatric 
hospital. Routh had been a 
small arms technician who 
served in Iraq and was de¬ 
ployed to earthquake-rav¬ 
aged Haiti before leaving 
the Marines in 20100 



Former Marine CpI. Eddie Ray Routh, center, is led into court by his defense attorney J. Warren 
St. John, left, for the second day of his capital murder trial at the Erath County Donald R. Jones 
Justice Center in Stephenville, Texas, Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015. Routh, 27, of Lancaster, Texas, is 
charged with the 2013 deaths of former Navy SEAL Chris Kyle and his friend Chad Littlefield at a 
shooting range near Glen Rose, Texas. (AP Photo/Tom Fox, Pool) 


JAMIE STENGLE 
Associated Press 
STEPHENVILLE, Texas (AP) 

— Police video played in 
court Thursday showed a 
former Marine telling of¬ 
ficers investigating the 
deaths of two men includ¬ 
ing “American Sniper” au¬ 
thor Chris Kyle that he had 
“taken a couple of souls” 
and had more to take. 

The recording shows police 
trying to coax Eddie Ray 
Routh from a pickup in the 
hours after famed Navy 
SEAL Chris Kyle and his 
friend Chad Littlefield were 
found dead at a shooting 
range in February 2013. 
Officers in the video are 
seen trying to talk Routh 
into surrendering as he 
makes comments such as, 
“Anarchy has been killing 
the world.” 


“He told us he’d taken a 
couple of souls and he had 
more souls to take,” Lan¬ 
caster police Lt. Michael 
Smith testified Thursday. 
Defense attorneys have 
said Routh, 27, was insane 
when Kyle and Littlefield 
took him to a shooting 
range to provide support 
and camaraderie. Routh 
believed the men planned 
to kill him, his attorneys say. 
Routh faces life in prison 
without parole if convict¬ 
ed. 

The case has drawn in¬ 
tense interest, largely be¬ 
cause of Kyle’s memoir, 
“American Sniper,” about 
serving four tours in Iraq. 
The Oscar-nominated film 
based on the book has 
grossed nearly $300 million. 
Officers testified that hours 
after the bodies were dis¬ 


covered, Routh returned 
to his home, driving Kyle's 
pickup. Officers spoke with 
him as he sat in the pickup 
but he refused to leave the 
vehicle, eventually speed¬ 
ing off with police in pur¬ 
suit. He stopped minutes 
later after one police ve¬ 
hicle rammed the pickup. 
At one point Routh, want¬ 
ed his parents to come. 
“There’s no trust anymore,” 
the video showed Routh 
saying. 

At different points, Routh 
made comments such as, 
“I didn’t sleep a wink last 
night at all," ”1 don’t know 
if I’m going insane,” and “Is 
this about hell walking on 
earth right now?” 
Authorities say Routh had 
earlier driven his sister's 
house, admitted to the 
killings and told his sister. 
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Services, prayers for 3 fatally shot in North Carolina 


EMERY P. DALESIO 
Associated Press 
RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — More than 5,000 
people gathered for fu¬ 
neral and prayer services 
Thursday for three young 
adults gunned down in 
what police call a long- 
running dispute over park¬ 
ing spaces. 

The crowd was so large it 
had to be moved from a 
mosque to a nearby uni¬ 
versity athletic field. The 
deaths of a newlywed 
Muslim couple and the 
wife’s sister had quickly 
gained international atten¬ 


tion, with some questioning 
whether the violence had 
some connection to their 
faith. Before the prayer ser¬ 
vice, relatives viewed the 
victims’ bodies in a small 
building apart from one of 
Raleigh’s largest mosques, 
where the families have 
long been members. The 
service then moved across 
the street to the fields 
owned by North Carolina 
State University, where two 
victims had graduated 
and one was a student. 
Deah Shaddy Barakat, 23; 
his wife, Yusor Mohammad 
Abu-Salha, 21; and her 



STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH * SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance . 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 


PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 



A coffin is carried during the funeral service for three Muslim stu¬ 
dents fatally shot on Tuesday, near the Islamic Center of Raleigh 
in North Carolina, Feb. 12, 2015. The students, Deah Shaddy 
Barakat, his wife, Yusor Mohammad Abu-Salha, and her sister, 
Razan Mohammad Abu-Salha, were shot and killed allegedly 
by Craig Stephen Hicks, who lived in the same apartment com¬ 
plex as the victims, over what police said appeared to be “an 
ongoing neighbor dispute over parking.” 

(Travis Dove/The New York Times) 


sister Razan Mohammad 
Abu-Salha, 19, were found 
dead Tuesday at the new¬ 
lywed couple’s home near 
the University of North Car- 


olina-Chapel Hill campus. 
Barakat attended gradu¬ 
ate school there; his wife 
had planned to join him. 
Those gathered Thursday 


— N.C. State police esti¬ 
mated a crowd of 5,500 

— grappled with questions 
about whether the vio¬ 
lence had some connec¬ 
tion to their Muslim faith. 
The father of the two slain 
women says hatred of 
Muslims might explain why 
the dispute erupted into 
death. Officials have said 
they’re still investigating 
any possibilities the crime 
was hate-motivated. 

“We are definitely certain 
that our daughters were 
targeted for their religion," 
the women’s father, Mo¬ 
hammad Yousif Abu-Sal- 
ha, told The Associated 
Press on Thursday. “This is a 
moment of truth. I have just 
viewed their bodies.” 
Charged with three counts 
of first-degree murder is 
Craig Stephen Hicks, 46, 
who has described himself 
as a “gun toting" atheist. 
Neighbors describe him as 
angry and confrontational. 
□ 


FBI Director speaks about police view of blacks 


MICHAELS. SCHMIDT 
© 2015 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The FBI di¬ 
rector, James B. Comey, 
on Thursday delivered an 
unusually frank speech 
about the relationship 
between the police and 
black people, saying that 
officers who work in neigh¬ 
borhoods where blacks 
commit crimes at higher 
rates develop a cynicism 
that shades their attitudes 
about race. He said that 
officers - whether they are 
white or black - who are 
confronted with white men 
on one side of the street 
and black men on the other 


do not view them the same 
way. The officers develop a 
mental shortcut that “be¬ 
comes almost irresistible 
and maybe even rational 
by some lights” because 
of the number of black sus¬ 
pects they have arrested. 
“We need to come to grips 
with the fact that this be¬ 
havior complicates the re¬ 
lationship between police 
and the communities they 
serve," Comey said in the 
speech at Georgetown 
University. 

While officers should be 
closely scrutinized, he said, 
they are “not the root cause 
of problems in our hardest- 


hit neighborhoods,” where 
blacks grow up “in environ¬ 
ments lacking role models, 
adequate education and 
decent employment.” 
“They lack all sorts of op¬ 
portunities that most of us 
take for granted,” Comey 
said. 

Comey's speech was un¬ 
precedented for an FBI di¬ 
rector. Previous directors 
have limited their public 
comments about race to 
civil rights investigations, 
like those of murders com¬ 
mitted by the Ku Klux Klan 
and how the bureau wire¬ 
tapped the Rev. Martin Lu¬ 
ther King Jr.Q 
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American retailers fret as products languish at ports 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A pro¬ 
longed labor crisis at West 
Coast seaports means the 
critical gateways for inter¬ 
national trade have be¬ 
come more like parking 
lots for massive cargo ships 
that haul a vast selection of 
consumer goods from Asia 
and return there with U.S. 
exports. 

The result: Containers of 
shovels, fencing, bathroom 
tiles, shoes, even parts to 
make summer camp foot- 
lockers are stuck at the 
docks or on ships anchored 
just offshore. 

So are car parts, medical 
equipment and furniture. 
And U.S.-produced perish¬ 
ables, including meat and 
produce, are unable to be 
sent to Asian consumers. 
Dockworkers and their em¬ 
ployers have been negoti¬ 
ating a new contract since 
May, but in recent weeks 
talks have stalled, all but 
paralyzing 29 ports that 
handle about one-quarter 
of U.S. international trade. 
That’s around $1 trillion 
worth of cargo annually. 

In the latest twist, compa¬ 
nies that run marine termi¬ 
nals began locking out the 
majority of dockworkers 
Thursday. Employers won’t 
call crews to operate the 
towering cranes that hoist 
cargo on and off ships. 
The partial lockout also is 
planned for Saturday, Sun¬ 
day and Monday. 

Each is either a holiday or 
weekend for which em¬ 


ployers would have to pay 
dockworkers extra — and 
amid the increasingly dam¬ 
aging contract dispute, 
that is not going to hap¬ 
pen. 

Employers say dockworkers 
have intentionally slowed 
their work for months and 
won't be rewarded with 
higher wages. The dock- 
workers’ union denies slow¬ 
ing work. 

Companies still could hire 
smaller crews that would 
focus on moving contain¬ 
ers clogging dockside 
yards onto trucks or trains 
in an effort to free space 
amid historically bad lev¬ 
els of congestion. Friday 
is a normal workday and 
employers plan to hire full 
crews. 

Meanwhile, a backup of 
ships that extends into the 
Pacific will only grow. On 
Thursday, 14 ships laden 
with containers of goods 
were anchored outside the 
ports of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach: another 11 
were awaiting berths out¬ 
side the ports of Oakland 
or Seattle and Tacoma in 
Washington. 

Among the importers with 
goods on the water is AICO 
Furniture, whose manufac¬ 
turers are in Asia. In total, 70 
containers are either stuck 
or on their way with no ob¬ 
vious way to get unloaded, 
said Martin Ploy, the com¬ 
pany’s president. 

“When Mrs. Jones calls 
the furniture store and 
says, ‘I’ve been waiting for 
months now. □ 




we are open Carnival Sunday 

from 5pm till 11pm 


For reservation 

Tel: 582-3677 



A cargo ship docked at the Port of Los Angeles in California. A prolonged labor crisis at West Coast 
seaports means the critical gateways for international trade have become more like parking lots 
for massive cargo ships that haul a vast selection of consumer goods from Asia and return there 
with U.S. exports. 

(Monica Almeida/The New York Times) 



Appetizer 

Empanada Argentina or Beef Vegetable Soup or 
Classic Ceasar Salad 


, Parilla Argentina; A combination of 5 cuts of beef 
or Fresh Grouper served with garlic & herbs butter 

Dessert 

Mi Dushi; Combination dessert of Apple Turnover, 
Crepes with dulce de leche and Chocolate Brownie 

A complimentary glass of champagne or wine and |Q 
", a beautiful rose is included 





Romantic tableside serenade by our guitar duo 
US$ 40 p.p. plus 15% s.c. + tax 

For reservations call 582-3677 
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Cheaper gas lowers retail sales; spending up elsewhere 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

retail sales fell sharply last 
month as gas prices plum¬ 
meted and auto sales 
slowed. But excluding 
those volatile categories, 
Americans stepped up 
their spending a bit. 

Retail sales dropped 0.8 
percent in January, the 
Commerce Department 
said Thursday, following a 
0.9 percent decline in De¬ 
cember. The dollar value of 
gas station sales plunged 
9.3 percent, the largest 


drop in six years. Auto deal¬ 
er sales also fell for the sec¬ 
ond straight month after 
big gains in the fall. 

Outside those categories, 
sales ticked up 0.2 percent 
after a flat reading in De¬ 
cember. 

The modest gain suggests 
Americans are still cautious 
about spending their wind¬ 
fall from lower gas prices, 
which economists expect 
will save the typical fam¬ 
ily $750 this year. Cheaper 
gas and strong hiring have 
sent consumer confidence 
to seven-year highs, a sign 


spending should pick up 
soon. 

Economists were disap¬ 
pointed by the weak show¬ 
ing, but most expect that 
consumers will eventually 
spend much of the extra 
cash left over from lower 
prices at the pump. 

“With lower gasoline prices 
leaving households with 
more to spend ... the labor 
market on fire and consum¬ 
er confidence back at its 
pre-recession level, we had 
hoped to see a much stron¬ 
ger performance," Paul 
Ashworth, an economist at 



A shopper shops at Nordstrom Rack in Schaumburg, III. The 
Commerce Department released retail sales data for January 
on Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015. 



FOR THE HUNGRY! 

^ RED FISH DELICIOUS DISHES 

MENU ITEMS 

* RED FISH MENU SAMPLE 

1 


• Vi Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 

with creole or garlic sauce 


• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 

in creole or garlic sauce 


• Vi Lb Fresh $hrimp $15.40 

• Pan fried Lobster 6oz $20.00 

• 1 Lb Fresh Shrimp $25.70 

• Filet Mignon 6oz. Angus $18.30 

• 1 Lb Fish & Shrimps $25.70 

• Chicken Sate $10.85 


• Calco (conch) & Shrimp $25.15 

nl CALL NOW 


in creole or garlic sauce 

FOR RESERVATIONS 


• Balchi di Pisca ( 2 fish cakes ) $10.85 k OR TAKE OUT! J 


• Fish Soup $6.90 

Tel.280-6666 


Open daily from 11:30am - 10:00pm (closed on Mondays) • Orange Mall Sasaki 


Capital Economics, said in 
a note to clients. 

Ashworth now expects 
growth in the first three 
months of this year will be 
just 2.5 percent to 3 per¬ 
cent, below his earlier 
estimate of 3 percent or 
above. 

Still, “the conditions are 
in place for a period of 
very strong consumption 
growth," he said. “We still 
expect to see that strength 
come through in the retail 
sales data soon." 

The National Retail Federa¬ 
tion, the nation's largest re¬ 
tail industry group, expects 
retail sales to be up 4.1 per¬ 
cent this year. That would 
be an uptick from the 3.5 
percent increase last year 
and mark the biggest per¬ 
centage gain since 2011 
when retail sales rose 5.1 
percent. The figures ex¬ 
clude business from autos, 
gas stations and restaurants 
and include online sales. 
Jack Kleinhenz, the NRF’s 
chief economist, said that 
heavy discounting will con¬ 
tinue this year given the 


competitive environment 
and that, he believes, has 
made sales look less strong 
in January. 

Scott Hoyt, an econo¬ 
mist at Moody's Analytics, 
said that consumers are 
frequently slow to spend 
“found money,” such as 
tax rebates or savings from 
lower gas prices. It can 
take six to 12 months for the 
spending to fully material¬ 
ize, he said. 

One reason is that shoppers 
may not be sure that the 
low prices will last. A survey 
of consumers by the Con¬ 
ference Board, released 
Wednesday, found that 
75 percent of respondents 
expect gas prices will rise 
by the summer. That’s dif¬ 
ferent than many analysts 
and government forecasts, 
which foresee gas below 
$3 a gallon for the rest of 
this year. 

The Conference Board's 
survey also found that one- 
third of respondents will 
use their extra money from 
cheap gas to reduce debt 
or add to savings. □ 
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Marathon talks produce Ukraine peace deal; cease-fire Sunday 


Y. KARMANAU 
J. HEINTZ 
Associated Press 
MINSK, Belarus (AP) — The 

peace deal reached Thurs¬ 
day for Ukraine, if it holds, 
would be a partial win for 
both Moscow and Kiev: 
Ukraine retains the sepa¬ 
ratist eastern regions and 
regains control of its bor¬ 
der with Russia, while Rus¬ 
sia holds strong leverage to 
keep Ukraine from ever be¬ 
coming part of NATO. 

But neither side came away 
from the marathon talks un¬ 
scathed. 

There’s no sign Russia will 
soon escape the Western 
sanctions that have driven 
its economy down sharply, 
and Kiev's price for regain¬ 
ing control of the border 
with Russia is to grant sig¬ 
nificant new power to the 
east. 

But the complicated cal¬ 


culus of whether any side 
came out truly ahead can’t 
be determined unless a 
single, straightforward term 
is fulfilled: halting the shoot¬ 
ing and artillery salvos that 
have killed more than 5,300 
people since April. That is 
supposed to happen on 
Sunday, at one minute after 
midnight. 

A cease-fire called in Sep¬ 
tember never fully took 
hold and fighting escalated 
sharply in the past month. 
Questions remain about 
whether either side possess¬ 
es the will or discipline to en¬ 
sure a truce this time. 

The cease-fire is to be moni¬ 
tored by the Organization 
for Security and Coopera¬ 
tion in Europe’s observer 
mission in Ukraine. 

But that “will probably go 
nowhere if there isn't a 
huge political will to beef 
up the OSCE, pull in many 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures as he speaks to the 
media after the peace talks in Minsk, Belarus, Thursday, Feb. 

12, 2015. Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday emerged 
from marathon Ukraine peace talks by announcing a new 
cease-fire deal, but questions remained whether Ukraine and 
the pro-Russian rebels have agreed on its terms. 

(AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool) 


more monitors, give them 
clear support,” said analyst 
Judy Dempsey, an associ¬ 
ate of the Carnegie Europe 
think-tank. 

The OSCE mission head, Er- 


tugrul Apakan, said Thurs¬ 
day that he expected it 
would expand by the end 
of the month to about 500 
observers, up from about 
310 currently, the Interfax 


news agency reported. 
Under the terms of the deal 
reached after 16 hours of 
talks between the presi¬ 
dents of Russia, Ukraine, 
Germany and France, the 
next step is to form a size¬ 
able buffer zone between 
Ukrainian forces and Russia- 
backed rebels. Each side 
is to pull heavy weaponry 
back from the front line, 
creating a zone roughly 30- 
85 miles (50-140 kilometers) 
wide, depending on the 
weapon caliber. 

Then come the knotty and 
volatile political questions. 
While Russian President 
Vladimir Putin told reporters 
the deal envisages special 
status for Ukraine’s separat¬ 
ist regions, Ukraine’s presi¬ 
dent, Petro Poroshenko, 
maintained there was no 
consensus on any sort of au¬ 
tonomy or federalization for 
eastern Ukraine.Q 
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Greece, eurozone make conciliatory move on debt talks 


PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Greece 
and its creditors in the 
19-country eurozone made 
a breakthrough Thursday, 
agreeing to launch techni¬ 
cal discussions on Athens’ 
demands to lighten the load 
of its bailout after weeks of 
acrimony. 

Both sides made concilia¬ 
tory moves at the summit 
of European Union leaders 
in Brussels, encouraging in¬ 
vestors’ hopes that a deal 
will be reached to avoid 
Greece’s exit from the euro. 
Greece’s main stock market 
closed around 5.5 percent 
higher. 

“Europe always has been 
geared towards finding 
compromises,” said German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. 
“Compromises are agreed 
when the advantages out¬ 


weigh the disadvantages. 
Germany is ready for this.” 
Merkel has faced a barrage 
of criticism in Greece for be¬ 


history. The Greek leader 
came to power last month 
on a promise to scrap the 
country’s bailout in favor of 


“We will need to find a so¬ 
lution that respects the po¬ 
sitions of all parties, so this 
agreement will have to be 
based on the core values of 
Europe, democracy and the 
vote of the people, but also 
on the necessity to respect 
the European rules,” he said. 
Despite the tensions sur¬ 
rounding their meeting, the 
two leaders exchanged 
warm greetings, holding 
each other by their elbows, 
and chatting amiably, if 
briefly. 

The improved mood ap¬ 
peared to yield a break¬ 
through. Following a meet¬ 
ing with Jeroen Dijsselbloem, 
the head of the eurogroup 
of finance ministers, Tsipras 
has agreed to allow repre¬ 
sentatives from his govern¬ 
ment to meet Friday with 
those from the European 
Commission, European Cen¬ 


tral Bank, International Mon¬ 
etary Fund. 

Simone Boitelle, spokesper¬ 
son to Dijsselbloem, said the 
purpose of the talks is to see 
if any common ground ex¬ 
ists between Greece’s cur¬ 
rent bailout program and 
the government’s propos¬ 
als. The findings will inform 
Monday’s meeting of euro¬ 
zone finance ministers, the 
last scheduled one before 
Greece’s bailout program 
expires after Feb. 28. 

Tsipras and his radical-left 
Syriza party blame the cur¬ 
rent policies of budget aus¬ 
terity for choking Greece’s 
economy. 

Despite a recent modest 
return to growth, the Greek 
economy is around 25 per¬ 
cent smaller than it was be¬ 
fore the crisis and poverty 
and unemployment have 
swelled. □ 



Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny, right, speaks with Italian Prime 
Minister Matteo Renzi, left, and Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras during a group photo at an EU summit in Brussels on 
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015. EU leaders meet for a one-day summit 
on Thursday to discuss, among other issues, European banks 
and the situation in Greece. (AP Photo/Michel Euler) 


ing the key cheerleader of 
the austerity policies that 
Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras wants to consign to 


a new, lighter program. 

For his part, Tsipras also 
seemed in a mood for com¬ 
promise. 
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France’s most-wanted widow 
in interview with Islamic State 


LORI HINNANT 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The Islamic 
State group published 
what it described as an in¬ 
terview with the widow of 
the French gunman who 
attacked a kosher super¬ 
market and a police officer 
in Paris last month, claim¬ 
ing for the first time that she 
was among extremist fight¬ 
ers. 

The text interviews in 
French and English, pub¬ 
lished Wednesday and 
Thursday, did not directly 
name Hayat Boumed- 
diene or show images of 
her, instead identifying her 
only as the wife of Amedy 
Coulibaly, or Umm Basur 
al-Muhajirah. She is consid¬ 
ered key to the investiga¬ 
tion into the attacks in Paris, 
which left 20 people dead 
including the gunmen, al¬ 
though she left France just 
beforehand. 

The publication appeared 
to be the first confirma¬ 


tion from IS that she had 
joined the group in Syria, 
as was widely believed 
after a posthumous video 
emerged of Coulibaly, 
pledging allegiance to its 
leader. 

In the stilted responses 
laced with references to 
the Quran, she called on 
women to be patient and 
make life easier for their 
men. She said Coulibaly 
himself would also have 
gone to Syria had it not 
“conflicted with his intent 
to carry out the operations 
in France.” There was no 
way to confirm the circum¬ 
stances of the interview, or 
even if the responses were 
hers. 

Boumeddiene is believed 
to have traveled to Turkey 
and then crossed into Syria 
around the same time as 
the Jan. 7-9 attacks were 
unfolding in Paris. Couliba¬ 
ly killed five people before 
he died in a raid by secu¬ 
rity forces.Q 





























WORLD NEWS 1^1 


FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2015 



LIVE BAND 

EVERY NIGHT FROM 9:30p m 

/T^\ , l BOOK YOUR 

tfardllocft V seat now 

\1 I . -YOT CHA 


*291 Slt»* 6 


BRING THIS AD 


PR CONTACT 
YOUR 

CONICIERGE 

DESK 


FOR ONE[WELCOME 

FREE iDRINK 

House Wine or Cocktail 
with Dinner 

Cine j 4 per Lh*rt. Hot nlM with oLhi-i DlVe-rs. 


Palm Beach SJ | South Beach Budding.loc | fb_com/hardrockaruba | www.liandrocR.CDm/aruba f #Br-ia iTHisjfPirtDtfpci 


Brazil: Samba group funding sparks Carnival controversy 


A. RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Colom¬ 
bia’s main rebel group an¬ 
nounced Thursday it will 
no longer recruit guerril¬ 
las younger than 17 years 
old, addressing a practice 
widely condemned by hu¬ 
man rights groups. 

Rebel spokesman Ivan 
Marquez made the state¬ 
ment in Havana at the end 
of another round of peace 
talks between the Revo¬ 
lutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia and the govern¬ 
ment. 

Marquez said that until 
now, the rebels have re¬ 
cruited children as young 


as 15. He also accused the 
government of systemati¬ 
cally training minors to infil¬ 
trate rebel ranks. 

President Juan Manuel San¬ 
tos welcomed the move as 
a step in the right direction 
after calling on the FARC 
to demonstrate its com¬ 
mitment to the 2-year-old 
peace process by winding 
down its attacks even be¬ 
fore a final deal is reached. 
But he said the age limit 
should be higher and he 
also questioned why the 
FARC won’t release minors 
already within its ranks. 

It's unclear how many 
children from mostly poor 
farming families have 


The report didn't cite any 
sources, but has reignited a 
long-running debate about 
the funding for the samba 
groups, many accused of 
having ties to Rio’s under¬ 
world. 

Natalia Louise, a spokes¬ 
woman for Beija-Flor, de¬ 
nied in an emailed response 
on Thursday that the school 
had received money from 
Equatorial Guinea. 

But in an earlier email Lou¬ 
ise acknowledged that the 
group received “cultural 


and artistic support” from 
the African nation. Equa¬ 
torial Guinea is the theme 
of the group’s parade this 
year, and its theme song in¬ 
cludes refrains such as "Bra¬ 
zil sings, Guinea dances," 
according to lyrics on the 
group’s website. 

Rio's samba groups, which 
compete for the title of 
year’s best in over-the-top 
parades including giant 
floats and thousands of 
feather-clad dancers, have 
long been dogged by alle¬ 


gations of financial irregu¬ 
larities. Several court cases 
over decades have linked 
top samba group officials 
to illegal lottery rackets 
known as "jogo do bicho,” 
or “animal game." 

Some have come underfire 
in the past for accepting 
funding from foreign gov¬ 
ernments. The government 
of late Venezuelan Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez helped 
pay for a South American- 
themed 2006 parade by 
the Vila Isabel group.Q 


Performers from the Beija-Flor samba school parade on a 
float during carnival celebrations at the Sambadrome in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. Rio's O Globo newspaper, one of Brazil's 
biggest, reported that the samba group received substantial 
funding from Equatorial Guinea’s President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema, one of Africa's most notorious dictators, an allegation 
that has sparked controversy on the eve of Brazil’s Carnival 

(AP Photo/Felipe Dana) 


celebrations. 

JENNY BARCHFIELD 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Al¬ 
legations that a Rio de 
Janeiro samba group re¬ 
ceived funding from one 
of Africa's most criticized 
governments have sparked 
controversy on the eve of 
Brazil’s Carnival celebra¬ 
tions. 

Rio’s O Globo newspaper, 
one of Brazil’s biggest, re¬ 


ported this week that the 
Beija-Flor group, a 12-time 
champion of the city’s 
flamboyant parade com¬ 
petition, received $3.5 mil¬ 
lion from Equatorial Guin¬ 
ea. The small, oil-rich nation 
in West Africa is governed 
by the continent’s longest- 
ruling leader, Teodoro Obi¬ 
ang Nguema Mbasogo, 
who seized power in a 1979 
coup. 


Colombia rebels vow to stop 
recruiting youths under 17 
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Caribbean’s different gender gap: women rise, men stagnate 


DAVID AAcFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— When the young woman 
was preparing to open a 
business in Jamaica selling 
pipes, vaporizers and other 
smoking paraphernalia, 
some acquaintances sug¬ 
gested she would have 
difficulty succeeding in a 
niche trade dominated by 
men. 

Now, about a year-and- 
a-half after its launch at a 
hotel complex in Jamaica’s 
capital, Ravn Rae’s smok¬ 
ing supplies store is growing 
and she’s proving doubt¬ 
ers wrong in a Caribbean 
country where women 
have made such big ad¬ 
vances in professions once 
dominated by men that a 
new U.N. study says it has 
the world’s highest propor¬ 
tion of female bosses. 
“Women are the ones who 
are the main breadwinners. 
We push harder to earn,” 
says Rae at her smoke 
shop, which she hopes to 
soon expand into a medi¬ 
cal marijuana dispensary if 
lawmakers pass a decrimi¬ 
nalization bill and allow a 
regulated cannabis indus¬ 
try. For now, she manages 
one saleswoman. 
According to data ana¬ 
lyzed by the International 
Labor Organization, nearly 
60 percent of managers 
in Jamaica are women, 
including those who work 
for large companies and 
those, like Rae, who own 
their own businesses. That’s 
the globe's highest per¬ 
centage and way ahead 
of developed countries. 
Colombia, at 53 percent, 
and St. Lucia, at 52 percent, 


are the only other nations 
in the world where women 
are more likely than men 
to be the boss, according 
to the ILO’s global list. The 
highest ranking first world 
nation is the United States, 
with almost 43 percent, 
and the lowest is Japan, at 


11 percent. 

Overall, women in the 
Caribbean and parts of 
Latin America make up 
the managerial ranks to a 
greater extent than in the 
developed world. Experts 
say the gain is due in part 
to improvements in the lev¬ 
el of female education, but 
also because men have 
failed to keep pace and 
have in some cases gone 
backward. 


The Caribbean and Latin 
America have seen such 
big improvements in the 
economic and social sta¬ 
tus of women that gender 
gaps in education, labor 
force participation, access 
to health systems and po¬ 
litical engagement “have 


narrowed, closed and 
sometimes even reversed 
direction,” according to a 
World Bank study that ana¬ 
lyzed women's economic 
empowerment in the re¬ 
gion. More women are re¬ 
ceiving advanced degrees 
even as a number also jug¬ 
gle household and child- 
rearing responsibilities. 

But while government of¬ 
ficials and educators cel¬ 
ebrate that fact they also 


have serious worries about 
stagnating men, who have 
lower levels of academic 
achievement and are at 
increased risk of falling into 
criminality, trends that un¬ 
dermine the gains by fe¬ 
males. 

Wayne Campbell, a Jamai¬ 


can high school teacher 
who blogs about the prob¬ 
lem of male underachieve¬ 
ment, believes toxic notions 
about masculinity perme¬ 
ate entire communities, 
reinforced by a popular 
music culture that often 
celebrates law-breaking. 
Boys who display school 
smarts are often ridiculed 
as effeminate by peers and 
even adults in areas where 
academic excellence by 


males is typically devalued, 
he says. 

“It’s almost as if manhood 
and masculinity have been 
hijacked by a thug culture 
far removed from educa¬ 
tion,” he said. 

From the southern coun¬ 
try of Trinidad & Tobago to 
the northern archipelago 
of the Bahamas, Carib¬ 
bean education ministries 
have focused attention 
for years trying to solve the 
worrying reality of male un¬ 
derachievement and the 
social problems it leaves in 
its wake. Grace McLean, 
Jamaica’s chief education 
officer, says “it is evident 
that boys' underachieve¬ 
ment in the education sys¬ 
tem is weighing heavily on 
national socio-economic 
development.” 

Regional educators say 
the scale of academic un¬ 
derachievement by boys, 
a trend which is mirrored 
in other parts of the world 
including the U.S., points 
to the need for systemic 
changes in the way that 
lessons are planned and 
delivered. Many schools in 
the Caribbean have exper¬ 
imented with approaches 
large and small to better 
engage boys, but results 
have typically been mixed 
when they haven’t been 
considered outright failures. 
In 2010, Trinidad and To¬ 
bago transformed about 
a fifth of ifs co-educa- 
tional secondary schools 
info single-sex instifutions 
to address underperfor¬ 
mance. But the pilot pro¬ 
gram was scrapped after 
officials found students did 
not improve in single-sex 
classrooms. □ 



Student teacher Shane Sinclair, right, helps veteran teacher Lillia Lewin-Robinson teach third- 
grade boys a math lesson using a soccer ball at a co-ed primary school experimenting with 
single-sex classrooms in a poor community in Kingston, Jamaica. Educators in Jamaica say the 
research they have conducted has shown that boys in single-sex schools do better than those in 
co-educational ones. 

(AP Photo/David McFadden) 






















Exciting New Divi Vacation Club Makes Its Debut 



known as Divi Club Desti- tels, to intimate beachside 
nations, feature a range settings, to top dive resorts, 
of vacation experiences. In addition to the Divi 
from modern high-rise ho- Club Destinations, mem- 



-Club Offers Premier Ca¬ 
ribbean Desfinafions And 
Worldwide Travel. 

ORANJESTAD - The Divi Va¬ 
cation Club has launched, 
and this new points-based 
club offers members ac¬ 
cess to premier destina¬ 
tions in the Caribbean 
and worldwide travel op¬ 
portunities. The Divi Va¬ 
cation Club began enroll¬ 
ing members in January. 
The featured Caribbean 
properties include Divi Aru¬ 




ba Phoenix Beach Resort, 
Divi Village Golf & Beach 
Resort and Divi Dutch Vil¬ 
lage Beach Resort on Aru¬ 
ba; Divi Southwinds Beach 


Resort on Barbados; Divi 
Flamingo Beach Resort & 
Casino on Bonaire and Divi 
Little Bay Beach Resort on 
St. Maarten. These resorts. 



bers can vacation in more 
than 80 countries through 
the Divi Exchange Net¬ 
work, which partners with 
Interval International® to 
access hundreds of re¬ 
sorts around the world. 
“The Divi Vacation Club 
offers more travel flexibility 
than traditional vacation 
ownership, allowing club 
members to travel where 
they want, when they 
want and how they want, 
based on the amount of 
points they wish to spend,” 
says Marco Galaverna, 
president of Divi Manage¬ 
ment Group. “With Pure 
Points, the currency used 
to book vacations, our 
members only spend the 
points they need depend¬ 
ing on the season, resort, 
accommodation size and 
length of stay.” The Divi 
Vacation Club also helps 
members save money on 
their travel, insuring that 
their yearly vacation costs 
will remain stable and af¬ 
fordable for years to come. 
The new club's website 
(www.divivacationclub. 
com) also premiered in 
January, outlining club 
program details as well as 
providing access for cur¬ 
rent members to explore 
destinations, make reser¬ 
vations, research points 
balances and make pay¬ 
ments. For more informa¬ 
tion on Divi Vacation Club 
membership, visit www.di- 
vivacationclub.com or call 
a sales center on Aruba: 
1-800-257-4943/1-919-883- 
4699 or on St. Maarten: 
1-877-349-0560. □ 
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DINNER AND LIVE BAND SHOW 

* ^ Live entertainment every night from 9:30 pm 

Sf4TNoJi R | lj 


ARUBA 


OR CONTACT YOUR CONCIEKGf DESK 


BRING THIS AD 


WELCOME 

DRINK 

^Hcmse Wire or 

ptVLntl with DiiiniT 
. yjiid wilh pthffflNert 


Hard Rock Cafe Aruba Brings Back 
the Live Band Experience! 

PALM BEACH - Hard Rock 
Cafe Aruba knows that 
you don’t need nothin’ 
but a good time, and we 
aim to please in true rock 
‘n’ roll style bringing back 
the live band experience. 

Nowhere else in Aruba can 
you take in an extended 
happy hour and a sure-to- 
please dinner, then rock 
out with live bands every 
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single night of the week. 

If you love pina coladas 
and are ready to cut foot¬ 
loose, Hard Rock Cafe is 
definitely the place to be, 
located on the hottest 
corner that has become 
known as Aruba’s Hot 
Zone. Our huge neon elec¬ 
tric guitar lights up the night 
and dares you to stop and 
take unique selfies before 
checking out our excellent 
surroundings. 

As the tunes call out to you 
and persuade you in to ex¬ 
perience the perfect ener¬ 
gized laid back evening as 
only Hard Rock Cafe Aru¬ 
ba can show you that we 
know how to rock ‘n’ roll all 
night and party every day. 
You wanted the best and 
we got the best - the best 
ambiance with your choice 
of either indoor seating or 
breezy comfort under the 
canopy in the warm glow 
of neon signs. Hard Rock 
Cafe brings back that 
lovin’ feeling, the feeling of 


being forever young while 
you enjoy night after night 
of live bands that know 
how to take you back. 

Kick off the awesome¬ 
ness when the sun goes 
down with a 2-hour long 
happy hour from 7:00pm 
to 9:00pm. We offer a well- 
planned menu of super¬ 
cool delectable dishes pre¬ 
pared by our own expert 
kitchen staff. We give a 
twist and shout to tradition¬ 
al favorites like supersized 
juicy homemade burgers 
as well as some can’t miss, 
don’t wanna miss interna¬ 
tional cuisine items. With 
desserts to die for. Hard 
Rock Cafe will have you 
singin’ “Hey Sugar, Sugar” 
for your entire vacation. 
Rock, rock, rock ‘til you 
drop, then shop, shop, 
shop ‘til you drop and get 
your uniquely designed 
Hard Rock Cafe apparel 
and souvenirs from the only 
place on our Happy Island 
where the beat goes on.Q 
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Ejoy this new, hot, exciting and very, very 
tasty restaurant to the fullest! 


OPEN DAILY: 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 08:00 AM - 01:00 AM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 08:00 AM - 12:00 AM 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 


GOURMET BURGERS 
IGE COLB BRAFT BEERS 
BARREL AGEB COCKTAILS 
BREAKFAST, LU1CH i OIMIER 


Your Side or mine? Just come inSide... 


Sidebar, the newest restaurant on Aruba is 
about bourbon and burgers, and way more! 


What’s so special about Sidebar, you might 
ask? Well, for starters, the restaurant menu 
offers a great variety. Breakfast will wake 
you up, lunch will make you sparkle with its 
specials. By the time dinner comes along you 
will be ready for an extraordinary appetizer, a 
superb wrap, a spectacular gourmet burger, a 
freshly caught local fish, a great salad or a 
tender steak. The menu covers all the bases as 
well as the outfield, with the stress on quality. 
Sidebar’s chef is a miracle working in the 
creativity department, so you can always ask 
him to surprise you with his specials. Please 
note the unusual presentation of the dishes 
you ordered: the wizard is at work. 

Sidebar is the newest restaurant on Aruba, 
and oh boy, it is a beauty! Unique in a trendy, 
sassy and sexy way, it is ready to welcome all 
of you. 


Common ground and denominating factor of 
the guests includes the enjoyment of life, in 
particular the good things, such as great 
bistro food, wonderful drinks and a relaxed, 
happy atmosphere. Sidebar is the name of a 
stylish, hip restaurant on the side of the 
Renaissance Marketplace; just hop inside, sit 
at the bar or on the amazing porch and enjoy 
- the party at Sidebar starts at 8 am and goes 
on until midnight. 

At Sidebar you can sit in a booth, on a lounge 
chair, on a bar stool or stand at a cocktail 
table. Side Bar is all about options, so go and 
check it out on the far end comer of the 
Renaissance Marketplace. 


Get in the Game at Touchdown Sports Bar & Grill! 





PALM BEACH - Wondering 
where to hang out and 
watch The UFC fight this Sat¬ 
urday night, as well as NBA 
and NHL action and Col¬ 


lege hoops all weekend? 
A place with great food, 
ice cold beers, specialty 
drinks and a fun friendly at¬ 
mosphere with indoor and 


outdoor seating? 

Well look no further! 
Touchdown Sports Bar & 
Grill is here! Located in the 
heart of the High Rise hotel 
area, Palm Beach on the 
2nd floor above the “I Love 
Aruba Store.” 


Join us this weekend to 
cheer on your favorite UFC 
fighters and sports teams! 
Our extensive menu offers 
daily specials including our 
“2-for-l Savory Burgers” on 
Tuesday, delicious steak 
and seafood grills, or try 


our famous “Sunday BBQ 
Bash" that will surely have 
you coming back for more! 
The bar offers a wide vari¬ 
ety of your favorite beer or 
you may want to try one of 
our house specialty cock¬ 
tails at our daily fun filled 
happy hours. 

Don't forget to ask our Top 
‘Mixologist’ Rey for the 
“cocktail of the day.” 

So whether you want to 
cheer on your favorite NBA 
team this weekend or en¬ 
joy a relaxing cocktail out 
on the terrace , Touch¬ 
down Sports Bar & Grill is 
the place to beO 
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Get o FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 250 Points today 
h your Alhambra Advantage Card! 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Qffcrmg a wide variety of Retail £ Dining Dull els. 

Solan £ Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin Robbins | Dunkin Donuts | fusion Piano £ Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez Cole | Subway | R-Glass | Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique j The Lazy Lizard | The Markel 
TOFTwisi of Flavors 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Opefidaily 1 Oom la 4am ■ it Irausquin Blvd #47 
5B3.5Q0Q * casinoolhanibra.com 


Carmen & Mandy Are Crazy About 



PALM BEACH - They call it 
'the most beautiful island 
on earth’ and they are en¬ 
joying every minute of their 
holiday: Carmen and Man¬ 
dy, friends and co-workers 
from Holland. The two are 
from Haarlem, working at 


an Ikea branch. As they 
are such good friends, they 
decided to book a 2-week 
holiday together and they 
chose Aruba. What a 
good move! Before long 
they discovered that they 
are crazy about Aruba's 


beaches during the day; 
in the evenings they were 
looking for exceptional res¬ 
taurants. And so they hap¬ 
pened to walk past the 
popular Arawak Garden 
one evening: Tango Ar¬ 
gentine Grill's menu was so 


Tango Argentine Grill 



inviting, that they decided 
to check it out. After a din¬ 
ner of traditional loin ribs, 
served with steamed veg¬ 
etables and oven-roasted 
potatoes plus a side order 
of fries with mayonnaise (of 
course) and a good glass 
of wine. Carmen and Man¬ 
dy decided that they had 
come home for real. They 
started chatting to the staff¬ 
ers, sipping their cappuc¬ 
cinos and Heineken beers 
and before everyone knew 


it, they were fast friends, 
vowing to come back soon 
to pick up where they left. 
These gorgeous girls from 
Holland will always be most 
welcome at Tango, which 
is located across from the 
Occidental Resort on the 
hi-rise strip. 

At Arawak Garden you will 
find five great restaurants, 
nightly live music, small 
shops and a piano bar. 
Hope to see you soon, Car¬ 
men and MandyO 




















Tiger Woods taking a break, won’t play again until ‘I’m ready’ 


Tiger Woods watches his tee shot head far to the right on the 11th hole of the north course at Torrey Pines during the first round of the Farmers Insurance Open golf 
tournament Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015, in San Diego. 

Associated Press 
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Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 


inc&c and Chinese Kestanrujil 


in parking lot. 


J.E. Jrausquin Boulevard. 77, [ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 


Anna Fenninger captures giant slalom title at worlds 



Austria's Anna Fenninger reacts to her first-place finish in the 
women's giant slalom competition at the alpine skiing world 
championships, Thursday, Feb. 12, 2015, in Beaver Creek, Colo. 

Associated Press 


PAT GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
BEAVER CREEK, Colo. (AP) 

— The Austrian skier with 
the cheetah pattern on 
the side of her helmet is 
fast even when she almost 
falls. 

Anna Fenninger recovered 
from a near-wipeout late 
in her run to win the wom¬ 
en’s giant slalom title at 
the world championships 
Thursday, while American 
teenager Mikaela Shiffrin 
finished eighth. 

Leading after the opening 
run, Fenninger posted a 
combined time of 2 min¬ 
utes, 19.16 seconds to beat 
Viktoria Rebensburg of 
Germany by 1.40 seconds. 
Sweden’s Jessica Lindell- 
Vikarby was third. 
Fenninger was cruising 
along when her ski tips al¬ 
most crossed, lurching her 
forward. She somehow 
regained her balance, 
stayed on course and won 
her second race at worlds. 
Fenninger also captured 


the super-G in the opening 
event. 

“I made a big mistake, 
and I thought, ‘I can’t stay 
in the course,’” Fenninger 
said. “I was fighting and 


going back into the course. 
When I came into the finish 
line, I can’t believe I won. 
Amazing.” 

Just that kind of world 
championships for Fen¬ 


ninger, where everything is 
going right. She also has a 
silver medal in the downhill. 
Slovenia's Tina Maze 
wound up fifth, ending 
her quest to earn a medal 
in every event at Beaver 
Creek worlds. She’s earned 
two golds and a silver so 
far, with the women’s sla¬ 
lom Saturday. 

Exhaustion finally caught 
up to Maze as she leaned 
over on her ski poles after 
finishing her run. 

“My energy was not 
enough to be on the podi¬ 
um. I just couldn’t bring out 
more,” Maze said. 

After a shaky opening run, 
Lindsey Vonn held nothing 
back on her second pass 
in her final event in front of 
a hometown crowd. She 
even had the lead for a 
little bit, before slipping to 
14th, 3.22 seconds behind 
Fenninger. 

“I really risked everything," 
said Vonn, who had boy¬ 
friend Tiger Woods on the 
sideline for her race. “I let 
it go. I’m really happy with 
my run. 

“It’s nice to end these 
championships on a posi¬ 
tive note. I tried my best 
at these whole champi¬ 
onships — not every run 
worked out.” 

Vonn earned one medal — 
bronze in the super-G — at 
this version of worlds. 
Meanwhile, Shiffrin had 
a solid showing in her first 
individual event of these 
championships. Her only 
regret? She wishes she 
would've attacked the 


course more in her first run. 
She had too big of deficit 
to make up. 

That said, Shiffrin insisted 
there wasn't any added 
pressure or nerves as she 
competed in her back¬ 
yard. 

“It’s my job to perform,” 
said Shiffrin, who’s from 
nearby Eagle-Vail. 

There were several big 
names that didn't finish 
the first run, including Eva- 
Maria Brem of Austria and 
Lara Gut of Switzerland. 
“That’s GS," Gut said. “You 
have to risk everything.” 
And with that, Gut’s world 
championships were com¬ 
plete. She departs with a 
bronze medal in the down¬ 
hill. 

“Coming here, every¬ 
body knew on this slope I 
could be really fast. I was 
fast sometime, but not 
enough,” Gut said. “I think 
I could’ve done more, but 
in the end, you need luck. 
You need everything.” 
Switzerland’s Dominique 
Gisin made a quick recov¬ 
ery after cracking the tibia 
bone in her right knee last 
month and finished 19th in 
the giant slalom. 

“I wish I could've skied a 
little more free in my mind, 
but at the end. I’m very, 
very thankful to my knees 
that they were so good (to 
me),” said Gisin, who tied 
with Maze for the Olympic 
downhill gold at the 2014 
Sochi Games. “There will 
be other races this season. 
... I hope to finally reach 
the top again."□ 
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LET CRYSTAL CASINO 

- r SURPRISE YOU 

WITH SOME CASH LOVE 

on Valentine’s Day! 

Drawings are between 7:30 - 11:30pm (every half an hour) 



Crystal 


Management reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion. 





Woods says he’ll return 
when his game is ready 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
PEBBLE BEACH, California 
(AP) — Tiger Woods said 
Wednesday his game 
is “not acceptable” to 
compete in tournaments 
and he will return when he 
thinks it is. 

Hopeful of having injuries 
behind him. Woods made 
a horrific start to the new 
year. He shot a career-high 
82 in the second round of 
the Phoenix Open to miss 
the cut by 12 shots. And 
then he withdrew after 11 
holes of ordinary golf at 
Torrey Pines because of 
tightness in his back from a 
fog delay. 

Woods said 

on his website the last 
two weeks have been 
disappointing, especially 
at Torrey Pines, where he 
is an eight-time winner. 
He said he never wants 
to withdraw, but recent 
injuries have allowed that 
to happen too often. 
Woods said his latest injury 
was not related to the back 
surgery he had last spring, 
and that he is feeling better 
every day with physical 
therapy. 

“Right now, I need a lot 
of work on my game, 
and to still spend time 
with the people that are 
important to me,” Woods 
said. “My play, and scores, 
are not acceptable for 
tournament golf. Like I've 
said, I enter a tournament 
to compete at the highest 
level, and when I think I'm 
ready. I'll be back." 

Woods is not playing 
Pebble Beach or Riviera, 
and said he would practice 
next week at his home and 
at The Medalist “getting 
ready for the rest of the 


year.” 

He said he wants to play 
the Honda Classic, which 
starts Feb. 26, but he won’t 
be there unless his game is 
tournament ready. 

“That’s not fair to anyone,” 
Woods said. “I do, however, 
expect to be playing again 
very soon.” 

Ernie Els, who has known 
Woods longer than any 
other active PGA Tour 
player, heard about his 
woes while playing in Dubai 
and later saw highlights. 

“As competitive as we 
are, we don't want to see 
anyone suffer like that,” 
said Els, who has finished 
second to Woods more 
than any other player. 
“We've got to do our stuff 
in public. I don't care if 
you're Tiger Woods, Ernie 
Els or whoever. If you have 
some error in your game, 
you get exposed.” 

Woods, the winner of 79 
PGA Tour events and 14 
majors, has never looked 
this bad on the golf course. 
He had back surgery to 
relieve a pinched nerve a 
week before the Masters 
and missed three months 
(including the first two 
majors), and then he took 
four months off at the 
end of last year to regain 
strength and get his back 
fully healed. 

He also hired a new swing 
consultant and embarked 
on the fifth swing change 
of his career. 

His chipping was bad at 
the 18-man Hero World 
Challenge at Isleworth in 
December, when he tied 
for last. His chipping looked 
even worse at the Phoenix 
Open, a collection of shots 
that he either flubbed short 
or bladed across the green. 


Woods is at No. 62 in the 
world, his worst ranking 
since before he won his first 
PGA Tour event in 1996. He 
is not eligible for the World 
Golf Championship at 
Doral. 

“I am committed to getting 
back to the pinnacle of my 
game,” Wood said.Q 


Tiger Woods tees off on the second hole during the pro-am at 
the Farmer Insurance Open golf tournament at Torrey Pines, 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2015, in San Diego. 

Associated Press 




Discover Romance 

-SMITH'S STYLE 


Enj°y our special Tomahawk steak 
served with family style side orders 
including a shareable gift 


Celebrate LOVE. . . 
February 13,14 & 15 

live entertainment by 
Live Xpressions 


Located in Oranjestad’s City Center next to the 
Crystal Casino. For reservations please call 
523-6195. Open daily from 5:30pm to 11pm 

WWW. LG SMITHS.COM 


$109 

(+15% service charge) 

per couple 
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Celtics rally, beat Hawks 89-88 
on Turner’s buzzer-beater 


The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — BOSTON 
(AP) — Evan Turner made 

Boston Celtics' Evan Turner 
(11) shoots the game¬ 
winning basket over Atlanta 
Hawks' DeMarre Carroll (5) 
with 0.2 seconds left on the 
clock in the second half of 
an NBA basketball game 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2015, in 
Boston. 

Associated Press 


a running scoop shot with 
0.2 seconds left to give 
Boston its only lead of the 
game, and the Celtics sent 
the Atlanta Hawks to just 
their third loss of the calen¬ 
dar year, 89-88 on Wednes¬ 
day night. 

Jared Sullinger had 17 
points and 15 rebounds for 
the Celtics, who have won 
four of five but still remain 
out of playoff position. Turn¬ 
er had 12 points, nine assists 
and seven rebounds. 

Al Horford scored 22 points 
and added 12 rebounds 
for the Hawks, who fol¬ 
lowed a 19-game winning 
streak by losing four of their 
last seven. 

WARRIORS 94, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 91 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — An¬ 
dre Iguodala and Leandro 
Barbosa led a dominant ef¬ 
fort from the Golden State 
Warriors' reserves and Klay 
Thompson hit a big 3-point- 
er down the stretch to close 
out a long road trip with a 
victory over the Minnesota 
Timberwolves. 

Iguodala scored just eight 
points on 4-for-4 shooting 
and Barbosa had 10 points, 
but they spearheaded an 
energized second unit that 
picked up the slack for 
their sluggish starters. Ste¬ 
phen Curry had 25 points 
on 9-for-23 shooting for 
Golden State (42-9), which 
goes into the All-Star break 
with the best record in the 
NBA. 

Kevin Martin scored 21 
points and Ricky Rubio had 
18 points, nine rebounds 
and five assists for the Tim¬ 
berwolves (11-42), who ral¬ 
lied from a 14-point deficit 
in the fourth quarter to tie 
the game. 

MAGIC 89, KNICKS 83 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Nik 
Vucevic had 28 points and 


18 rebounds, and the Or¬ 
lando Magic held off the 
New York Knicks. 

Victor Oladipo added 19 
points and Willie Green 13 
off the bench. It helped off¬ 
set a third-quarter injury to 
starting forward Channing 
Frye, who leff with a dislo¬ 
cated left index finger. 

The victory stopped a two- 
game skid by the Magic. 
It also improved interim 
coach James Borrego's 
record to 2-2 since taking 
over for Jacque Vaughn, 
who was fired lasf week. 
Jason Smith led the Knicks 
with 25 points. The Knicks 
played without forward 
Carmelo Anthony, who sat 
out their final game before 
the All-Star break with of a 
sore left knee. 

RAPTORS 95, WIZARDS 93 
TORONTO (AP) — DeMar 
DeRozan hit a tiebreaking 
jump shot with 12 seconds 
left and the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors headed into the All- 
Star break on a winning 
note, beating the Washing¬ 
ton Wizards. 

Lou Williams scored 27 
points, DeRozan had 23 
and Kyle Lowry 13 for the 
Raptors, who have won 
seven of the past eight 
meetings with the Wizards, 
including all three this sea¬ 
son. 

John Wall scored 21 points. 
Drew Gooden had 10 
points and 12 rebounds 
and Paul Pierce scored 
17 for the Wizards, whose 
two-game winning streak 
was snapped. The loss was 
Washington’s sixth in the 
past eight games. 

SPURS 104, PISTONS 87 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. (AP) 
— Danny Green scored 

19 points and Tony Parker 
added 17, and the San An¬ 
tonio Spurs easily brushed 
aside the Detroit Pistons. □ 
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NHL Capsules 


Daniel Sedin’s OT goal 
sinks Blackhawks 


The Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — CHICA¬ 
GO (AP) — Daniel Sedin 
scored his second goal at 
1:20 of overtime, and the 
Vancouver Canucks re¬ 
covered after blowing a 
late two-goal lead, beat¬ 
ing the Chicago Black- 
hawks 5-4 on Wednesday 
night. 

Henrik Sedin made a great 
pass to his brother in the 
middle of the ice, and Dan¬ 
iel pushed it into the open 
left side of the net for his 
13th of the season. He also 
scored in the third period to 
give Vancouver a 4-2 lead 
with 4:37 remaining. 

Patrick Kane had a goal 
and two assists for Chi¬ 
cago, which looked listless 
for much of the night, and 
then closed with a flourish. 
Marian Hossa scored two 
goals for the third consecu¬ 
tive game. 

Penguins 4, Red Wings 1 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Blake 


Comeau scored and 
picked up an assist in his 
return from an upper body 
injury. Comeau missed 
nearly two months after 
getting hurt in an overtime 
loss to Florida on Dec. 22. 
He wasted little time get¬ 
ting back to work, assisting 
on Patric Hornqvist’s score 
just 1:51 into the game and 
firing a one-timer past Petr 
Mrazek later in the first. 
David Perron and Nick 
Spaling also scored for the 
Pittsburgh. Marc-Andre 
Fleury stopped 23 shots to 
earn his fourth win in his last 
five starts. 

Stephen Weiss picked up 
his seventh goal for the 
Red Wings, but Detroit was 
never in it. Mrazek made 13 
saves on just 17 shots and 
was pulled after the sec¬ 
ond period. 

Capitals 5, Sharks 4, OT 
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 
Joel Ward scored with 2:18 
remaining in overtime. 


Jay Beagle scored twice 
and John Carlson and Troy 
Brouwer also scored for the 
Capitals, who have won 
four of their last five. 

Brent Burns scored twice, 
Logan Couture and Joe 
Thornton also got goals 
as the Sharks lost their 
third straight and fifth in six 
games. Burns scored his 
goals within 22 seconds of 
the second period. 

Braden Holtby, with a 0.88 
GAA over his last five, 
saved 26 of 30 shots for 
Washington. Antti Niemi 
stopped 28 of 33 shotsO 


Pittsburgh Penguins’ Blake Comeau celebrates after scoring on 
Detroit Red Wings goalie Petr Mrazek during the first period of 
an NHL hockey game, Wednesday, Feb. 11,2015, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


Andy Murray advances 
to quarters in Rotterdam 


ROTTERDAM, Netherlands 
(AP) — Top-seeded Andy 
Murray advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the World 
Tennis Tournament with 
a 6-3, 7-5 win over Vasek 
Pospisil of Canada on 
Thursday. 

The Australian Open run¬ 
ner-up, who faces eighth- 
seeded Gilles Simon of 
France in the next round, 
fought back from a break 
of serve in the second 
set and won the last four 
games. 

“I moved well, and I felt like 
when I really needed to, I 
was able to improve my 
level and step my game 
up a bit,” Murray said. “I 
found a little bit of extra in¬ 
tensity in the important mo¬ 
ments." 

None more so than when 
Pospisil served for the sec¬ 
ond set at 5-4. 

“He was in a great posi¬ 
tion. But we had a 30-shot 


Britain's Andy Murray returns the 
ball to Nicolas Mahut of France 
during their first round match of 
the 42nd ABN AMRO world ten¬ 
nis tournament at Ahoy Arena 
in Rotterdam, Netherlands, 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2015. 
Associated Press 

rally on set point. It was a 
very physical rally, I was 
making him do more of the 
running,” said Murray, the 
2009 Rotterdam champ.Q 


DINNER TEE TWO 

For only $50 USD 

offer NOW Valid For I he Whole Weekend 
Feb 13th - Feb 1 5th 

Appetizer 

kickin' Shrimp or Baked Potato Soup 

Entree 

F ilot Medallions, Baby Back Ribs or Shrimp Scampi 

Dessert 

2 \ Red Velvet Cake 

2 glasses of red wine + a Valentines day gift 
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James Shields and Padres finalize $75M, 4-year deal 


BERNIE WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — All-Star 
pitcher James Shields has 
signed a $75 million, four- 
year contract with San Di¬ 
ego, putting the finishing 
touch on the Padres’ ambi¬ 
tious roster overhaul. 

“We're going to try to bring 
a championship to San Di¬ 
ego,” Shields said during his 
introductory news confer¬ 
ence. “I believe, if I’m not 


mistaken, it would be the 
first one ever in San Diego. 
I'm up for that challenge." 
The 33-year-old Shields has 
pitched in two World Series, 
with Tampa Bay in 2008 
and Kansas City last year. 
So a World Series champi¬ 
onship would be a first for 
him, too. 

A.J. Preller, the first-year 
general manager, signaled 
the Padres' elevated am¬ 
bitions with the December 
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James Shields sports a big smile as he talks about joining thew San Diego Padres after signing a 
four year contract with the team Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2015, in San Diego. General manager A.J. 
Preller, left, listens. 

Associated Press 


trades for sluggers Matt 
Kemp, Justin Upton and Wil 
Myers, as well as Derek Nor¬ 
ris and Will Middlebrooks. 
Shields, who has pitched at 
least 200 innings in each of 
the last eight seasons, proj¬ 
ects to lead a rotation that 
also includes Tyson Ross, 
Andrew Cashner and Ian 
Kennedy. Several players 
will compete for the No. 5 
spot during spring training. 
“At the beginning of the 
offseason I'm watching the 
moves A.J.’s making. It's 
incredible, the change,” 
Shields said. “The teams 
that I was looking at, I knew 


that they were going to win 
and win now. That's what 
I loved about San Diego 
and what the ownership’s 
doing right now is they 
have that win-now men¬ 
tality. Not only now, but in 
the next four, five years. I’m 
looking forward to doing 
my part.” 

An All-Star with Tampa Bay 
in 2011, Shields is 114-90 with 
a 3.72 ERA in nine seasons. 
Shields was 14-8 with a 
3.21 ERA last season. He 
lost both of his World Series 
starts against San Francis¬ 
co, outdueled each time 
by series MVP Madison 


Bumgarner. 

Shields declined a $15.3 
million qualifying offer from 
the Royals. 

Shields will make $10 million 
this season and $21 million 
each year from 2016-18. 
The Padres hold a $16 mil¬ 
lion option for 2019, or a $2 
million buyout. 

The $75 million for Shields 
matches the $75 million 
the Padres owe Kemp dur¬ 
ing the next five years as 
the biggest outlay to one 
player in team history. The 
Dodgers will pay $32 million 
of the remaining $107 mil¬ 
lion on Kemp’s contract.^ 


Lauryn Williams retires from U.S. bobsled team 



United States’ winners Elana Meyers Taylor and Lauryn Williams, 
from right, celebrate in the leader box after the Bob World Cup 
in Igls, near Innsbruck, on Friday, Feb. 6, 2015. 

Associated Press 


LAKE PLACID, New York 
(AP) — U.S. bobsledder 
Lauryn Williams, one of only 
five people to medal in dif¬ 
ferent sports at the Sum¬ 
mer and Winter Olympics, 
is retiring. 

Williams says she’s ex¬ 
hausted as an athlete after 
competing professionally 
for the last decade. 

“We hate to lose her, but 
we respect her decision to 
move on and wish her all 
the best in the next chap¬ 
ter of her life,” USA Bobsled 
& Skeleton chief executive 
officer Darrin Steele said on 
Thursday. 

Williams deliberated retire¬ 
ment following her silver- 
medal performance at the 
Sochi Games in the wom¬ 
en’s event with driver Elana 
Meyers Taylor, but opted 


to return for a portion of the 
2014-2015 season. 

Williams returned in domi¬ 
nant fashion, winning the 
national push champion¬ 


ship title, and helped the 
U.S. earn two World Cup 
medals in three of the four 
competitions she compet¬ 
ed in. □ 
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Softbank to add learning technology to empathetic robot 



In this June 6, 2014 file photo, humanoid robot Pepper is on display at SoftBank mobile shop in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Japanese 
mobile carrier Softbank 
said Tuesday it will incorpo¬ 
rate artificial intelligence 
technology from IBM into 
its empathetic robot Pep¬ 
per that will be available 
to Japanese consumers 
around midyear. 

The Al engine “Watson” 
is already used in health 
care, travel and insurance 
services in English, but an 
adaptation was needed 
to make it work and think 
in Japanese, said Steve 
Gold, Vice President, IBM 
Watson Group. 

Unlike other cognitive 
technology that responds 
rather mechanically, Wat¬ 
son can learn over time 
like a human brain, and 
understands the con¬ 
cept of probability, which 
makes it sophisticated 
and more human-like for 
applications, according 
to IBM. 

“It depends on the con¬ 
text of the conversation 
as to what the right an¬ 
swer would be,” as op¬ 
posed to how a computer 
would generally try to an¬ 
swer correctly. Gold told 
The Associated Press. “The 
world is seldom absolute." 
Software developers who 
have made reservations 
for Pepper robots will get 
them sometime this month 
for 198,000 yen ($1,700), 
according to Softbank 
Chief Executive Masayo¬ 
shi Son. 

Consumers won't be able 
to get Pepper until be¬ 
tween June and August, 
he said. Details of the 
sales plan were undecid¬ 
ed, Son said. No decision 
has been made on over¬ 
seas sales. 

Softbank had said ear¬ 
lier that sales to Japanese 
consumers would begin 
this month as well. He did 
not elaborate on the rea¬ 


son for the delay, but he 
said giving it first to the de¬ 
velopers will mean more 
fun applications will be 
available when consum¬ 
ers get the robot, implying 
it wasn’t quite ready as a 
product. 

Pepper has a stunned 
face a bit like C3PO in 
“Star Wars" and moves 
around on wheels. In early 
demonstrations it was a bit 
mechanical in its respons¬ 
es. Gold said Watson will 
change that and make 
the robot a smarter, more 
charming companion. 

For example, two plus two 
is four in arithmetic but in 
another context it could 
refer to a car design. Gold 
said. Watson is designed 
to figure out context and 
know which answer is 
more likely. 

A call center using Wat¬ 


son will get the caller to 
the right solution more 
quickly and make for a 
less frustrating consumer 
experience, he said. 

But the complexity of the 
Japanese language, in¬ 
cluding thousands of char¬ 
acters with various mean¬ 
ings and several phonetic 
options, challenge even 
Watson, Gold said. 

Son said Pepper will not 
result in big profits imme¬ 
diately, but it points to a 
new lifestyle, promising to 
turn into a real business in 
perhaps 30 years. 

Besides Pepper, Softbank 
will use Watson inside the 
company, resell it in Ja¬ 
pan to businesses such as 
call centers and work with 
other companies to de¬ 
velop new applications, 
according to IBM. 
Softbank, the first carrier to 


sell the iPhone in Japan, 
has widespread global 
investments including Chi¬ 
nese e-commerce com¬ 


pany Alibaba, which listed 
in New York last year. Soft- 
bank is also aggressively 
investing in IndiaO 
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Expedia buying rival Orbitz for about $1.33 billion 


MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Expedia 
is buying rival online travel 
site Orbitz for approximate¬ 
ly $1.33 billion, adding to 
the stable of brands it has 
snapped up recently in or¬ 
der to extend its reach and 
keep pace in the fiercely 
competitive travel-book¬ 
ing industry. 

Expedia’s acquisition of Or¬ 


bitz is its second major deal 
in the past month as the in¬ 
dustry continues to consoli¬ 
date. Expedia announced 
the $280 million acquisition 
of another rival, Traveloc- 
ity, in late January. It also 
follows the company’s July 
announcement that it was 
buying Wotif.com for $658 
million. 

By bringing Orbitz into the 
fold, Expedia gains access 


to the Orbitz namesake 
brand, as well as brands 
like CheapTickets and Ho- 
telClub. Expedia’s portfolio 
already consists of nearly a 
dozen brands such as Ho- 
tels.com and Hotwire. 
Speculation swirled last 
month that Orbitz may be 
bought, when a media re¬ 
port said that the compa¬ 
ny was considering selling 
itself. An Orbitz spokesman 


declined to comment at 
the time. 

Expedia, based in Bellev¬ 
ue, Washington, said Thurs¬ 
day that it will pay $12 per 
share, a 25 percent premi¬ 
um to Orbitz' closing price 
of $9.62 Wednesday. 
Shares of Orbitz Worldwide 
Inc., based in Chicago, 
soared $2.05, or 21.3 per¬ 
cent, to $11.67 in morning 
trading. Expedia’s stock 


surged $9.23, or 11.8 per¬ 
cent, to $87.45. 

Expedia CEO Dara Khos- 
rowshahi said during a 
conference call that Orbitz 
was an attractive acquisi¬ 
tion option in part because 
of its highly recognized 
brands and loyal custom¬ 
ers. Expedia also likes Or¬ 
bitz' loyalty program, with 
plans to invest in it and 
grow it further.Q 


Wall Street nears records as tech, energy stocks gain 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — US. 

stocks climbed back close 
to record levels on Thurs¬ 
day as technology, materi¬ 
als and energy companies 
all notched big gains. 

Cisco Systems led the tech¬ 
nology sector higher after 
reporting better-than-ex- 
pected earnings. Energy 
stocks rose as the price of 
oil rebounded following 
two days of heavy losses. 
There were also big gains 
for online travel compa¬ 
nies. Expedia and Orbitz 
jumped after Expedia said 
that it was acquiring its ri¬ 
val. TripAdvisor also surged 
amid speculation that the 
wave of consolidation in 
the industry would con¬ 
tinue. Stocks have logged 
big gains in February after 
a slumping to their worst 
month in a year in January 
on worries about the out¬ 
look for the global econo¬ 
my. Company earnings are 
still growing and the U.S. 
economy appears to be 
maintaining its recovery as 
hiring picks up. 

“People were getting a 
little bit overly pessimistic,” 


said Karyn Cavanaugh, a 
senior market strategist at 
Voya Investment Manage¬ 
ment. “I still think we’re go¬ 
ing to see a pretty decent 
year for the market.” 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index rose 19.95 points, or 
1 percent, to 2,088.48. The 
index is within two points of 
its record close of 2,090.57, 
set Dec. 29. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average gained 110.24 
points, or 0.6 percent, to 
17,972. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite climbed 56.43 points, 
or 1.2 percent, to 4,857.61. 
Stocks had started the 
day higher on some en¬ 
couraging news from Eu¬ 
rope, where world leaders 
clinched a cease-fire deal 
for Ukraine and as inves¬ 
tors remained hopeful that 
Greece would be able to 
reach an agreement with 
its creditors. 

An emergency meet¬ 
ing Wednesday between 
Greece's new government 
and finance ministers from 
nations that use the euro 
ended in a stalemate. 
Greece wants its creditors 
to ease the terms of a bail¬ 
out program that has im¬ 


posed years of austerity on 
the country. 

Investors are hopeful that 
a deal will be reached be¬ 
fore the country’s financial 


S&P 500, surging $15.13, or 
23 percent, to $82.40, after 
the announcement of Ex¬ 
pedia’s bid for Orbitz. 
Cisco, a major maker of 


Wednesday that exceed¬ 
ed analysts' expectations. 
The company's outlook for 
the full year was also better 
than expected. 



Trader Mark Puetzer, left, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. U.S. stocks climbed 
back close to record levels on Thursday as technology, materials and energy companies all 


notched big gains. 

rescue program expires at 
the end of the month. The 
main Athens stock index 
jumped 6.7 percent. 

In the U.S., TripAdvisor was 
the biggest gainer in the 


computer networking 
equipment, was anoth¬ 
er big gainer. The stock 
jumped $2.53, or 9.4 per¬ 
cent, to $29.46 after it 
reported earnings late 


(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

The S&P 500 index is up 4.7 
percent for the month. If 
the market closes out the 
month at this level, it will be 
the best performance for 
the index since July 2013.Q 


Total write downs value of Canadian, US oil fields amid loss 


PARIS (AP) — French en¬ 
ergy producer Total wrote 
down the value of oil and 
gas fields in Canada and 
the United States and said 
it would slash investment 
after the collapse in mar¬ 
ket prices led to a net loss 
of $5.66 billion for the fourth 
quarter. 

Total SA said Thursday its 
earnings were weighed 
down by $6.5 billion in 
charges, mainly against 
the value of oil sands in 


Canada and unconven¬ 
tional gas fields in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

Overall, its oil and gas pro¬ 
duction slid 2 percent to 
2.23 million barrels a day in 
the fourth quarter. 

After falling nearly 60 per¬ 
cent from a peak last June, 
the price of oil bounced 
back more than 20 per¬ 
cent in recent weeks. On 
Wednesday, the price of 
oil fell $ 1.18 to $48.84 a bar¬ 
rel in New York. 


Total followed European 
peers BP and Royal Dutch 
Shell in announcing sharp 
spending cuts in response 
to falling oil prices. To¬ 
tal will lower investments 
more than 10 percent to 
between $23 billion and 
$24 billion this year, and 
will also cut its exploration 
budget by about 30 per¬ 
cent to $1.9 billion. It also 
raised its forecast for oper¬ 
ating cost cuts to $1.2 bil¬ 
lion, well above the $800 


million planned previously. 
Last year, Total and its part¬ 
ners shelved indefinitely 
the $11 billion Joslyn north 
oil sands mine in Alberta, 
Canada, saying its costs 
didn't support the invest¬ 
ment. The company also 
took a $2.1 billion charge 
to write down the value of 
its shale gas development 
in Ohio. 

This week, the International 
Energy Agency forecast 
a “relatively swift” recov¬ 


ery in oil prices but said it 
doesn’t expect the price 
of a barrel to come close 
to returning to the highs of 
over $100 seen in recent 
years. Total Chief Execu¬ 
tive Patrick Pouyanne, who 
took over last October af¬ 
ter the death in an aviation 
accident of former CEO 
Christophe de Margerie, 
said in a statement that To¬ 
tal is focused on generat¬ 
ing cash flow and reducing 
its break-even point.Q 
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Nobody Understands Debt 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2015 New York Times 

Many economists, includ¬ 
ing Janet Yellen, view global 
economic troubles since 2008 
largely as a story about “de¬ 
leveraging” - a simultaneous 
attempt by debtors almost 
everywhere to reduce their li¬ 
abilities. Why is deleveraging a 
problem? Because my spend¬ 
ing is your income, and your 
spending is my income, so if ev¬ 
eryone slashes spending at the 
same time, incomes go down 
around the world. 

Or as Yellen put it in 2009, “Pre¬ 
cautions that may be smart 
for individuals and firms - and 
indeed essential to return the 
economy to a normal state 
- nevertheless magnify the 
distress of the economy as a 
whole.” 

So how much progress have 
we made in returning the 
economy to that “normal 
state”? None at all. You see, 
policymakers have been bas¬ 
ing their actions on a false view 
of what debt is all about, and 
their attempts to reduce the 
problem have actually made 
it worse. 

First, the facts: Last week, the 
McKinsey Global Institute is¬ 
sued a report titled “Debt and 
(Not Much) Deleveraging,” 
which found, basically, that no 
nation has reduced its ratio of 
total debt to GDP. Household 
debt is down in some coun¬ 
tries, especially in the United 
States. But it’s up in others, and 
even where there has been 
significant private deleverag¬ 
ing, government debt has risen 
by more than private debt has 
fallen. 

You might think our failure to 
reduce debt ratios shows that 
we aren’t trying hard enough - 
that families and governments 
haven’t been making a seri¬ 
ous effort to tighten their belts, 
and that what the world needs 
is, yes, more austerity. But we 
have, in fact, had unprece¬ 
dented austerity. As the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund has 
pointed out, real government 
spending excluding interest 
has fallen across wealthy na¬ 
tions - there have been deep 
cuts by the troubled debtors 
of Southern Europe, but there 
have also been cuts in coun¬ 
tries, like Germany and the 
United States, that can borrow 
at some of the lowest interest 
rates in history. 

All this austerity has, however, 
only made things worse - and 
predictably so, because de¬ 
mands that everyone tighten 
their belts were based on a 
misunderstanding of the role 
debt plays in the economy. 


You can see that misunder¬ 
standing at work every time 
someone rails against deficits 
with slogans like “Stop stealing 
from our kids.” It sounds right, if 
you don’t think about it: Fami¬ 
lies who run up debts make 
themselves poorer, so isn’t that 
true when we look at overall 
national debt? 

No, it isn’t. An indebted family 
owes money to other people; 
the world economy as a whole 
owes money to itself. And while 
it’s true that countries can 
borrow from other countries, 
America has actually been 
borrowing less from abroad 
since 2008 than it did before, 
and Europe is a net lender to 
the rest of the world. 

Because debt is money we 
owe to ourselves, it does not 
directly make the economy 
poorer (and paying it off 
doesn’t make us richer). True, 
debt can pose a threat to fi¬ 
nancial stability - but the situ¬ 
ation is not improved if efforts 
to reduce debt end up push¬ 
ing the economy into deflation 
and depression. 

Which brings us to current 
events, for there is a direct con¬ 
nection between the overall 
failure to deleverage and the 
emerging political crisis in Eu¬ 
rope. 

European leaders completely 
bought into the notion that the 
economic crisis was brought on 
by too much spending, by na¬ 
tions living beyond their means. 
The way forward. Chancellor 
Angela Merkel of Germany in¬ 
sisted, was a return to frugality. 
Europe, she declared, should 
emulate the famously thrifty 
Swabian housewife. 

This was a prescription for slow- 
motion disaster. European 
debtors did, in fact, need to 
tighten their belts - but the aus¬ 
terity they were actually forced 
to impose was incredibly sav¬ 
age. Meanwhile, Germany 
and other core economies - 
which needed to spend more, 
to offset belt-tightening in the 
periphery - also tried to spend 
less. The result was to create an 
environment in which reduc¬ 
ing debt ratios was impossible: 
Real growth slowed to a crawl, 
inflation fell to almost nothing 
and outright deflation has tak¬ 
en hold in the worst-hit nations. 
Suffering voters put up with this 
policy disaster for a remark¬ 
ably long time, believing in the 
promises of the elite that they 
would soon see their sacrific¬ 
es rewarded. But as the pain 
went on and on, with no visible 
progress, radicalization was in¬ 
evitable. Anyone surprised by 
the left’s victory in Greece, or 
the surge of anti-establishment 
forces in Spain, hasn’t been 
paying attention. 

Nobody knows what happens 
next, although bookmakers 
are now giving better than 
even odds that Greece will exit 
the euro. Maybe the damage 
would stop there, but I don’t 
believe it - a Greek exit is all too 
likely to threaten the whole cur¬ 
rency project. And if the euro 
does fail, here’s what should 
be written on its tombstone: 
“Died of a bad analogy.’Q 



The Act of Rigorous Forgiving 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2015 New York Times 

There’s something sad in Brian 
Williams’ need to puff up his 
Iraq adventures and some¬ 
thing barbaric in the public re¬ 
sponse. 

The sad part is the reminder 
that no matter how high you 
go in life and no matter how 
many accolades you win, it’s 
never enough. The desire for 
even more admiration races 
ahead. Career success never 
really satisfies. Public love al¬ 
ways leaves you hungry. Even 
very famous people can do 
self-destructive things in an at¬ 
tempt to seem just a little cool¬ 
er. 

The barbaric part is the way 
we respond to scandal these 
days. When somebody violates 
a public trust, we try to purge 
and ostracize him. A sort of 
coliseum culture takes over, 
leaving no place for mercy. By 
now, the script it familiar: Some 
famous person does some¬ 
thing wrong. The Internet, the 
most impersonal of mediums, 
erupts with contempt and 
mockery. The offender issues a 
paltry half-apology, which only 
inflames the public more. The 
pounding cry for resignation 
builds until capitulation comes. 
Public passion is spent, and the 
spotlight moves on. 

I’ve only spoken with Williams 
a few times, and can’t re¬ 
ally speak about the man (al¬ 
though I often appear on NBC 
News’ “Meet the Press”), but I 
do think we’d all be better off 


if we reacted to these sorts of 
scandals in a different way. 
The civic fabric would be stron¬ 
ger if, instead of trying to sever 
relationships with those who 
have done wrong, we tried to 
repair them, if we tried forgive¬ 
ness instead of exiling. 
Forgiveness is often spoken of 
in sentimental terms - as gushy 
absolution for everything, re¬ 
gardless of right or wrong. But 
many writers - ranging from 
Hannah Arendt and the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to 
modern figures like Jeffrie Mur¬ 
phy and L. Gregory Jones - 
have tried to think hard about 
rigorous forgiveness, which 
balances accountability with 
compassion. 

They’ve generally described 
four processes involved in for¬ 
giveness: 

Pre-emptive Mercy 
King argued that forgiveness 
isn’t an act; it’s an attitude. 
We are all sinners. We expect 
sin, empathize with sin and are 
slow to think ourselves superior. 
The forgiving person is strong 
enough to display anger and 
resentment toward the person 
who has wronged her, but she 
is also strong enough to give 
away that anger and resent¬ 
ment. 

In this view, the forgiving per¬ 
son makes the first move, even 
before the offender has asked. 
She resists the natural urge for 
vengeance. Instead, she cre¬ 
ates a welcoming context in 
which the offender can con¬ 
fess. 

Judgment 

A wrong is an occasion to re¬ 
evaluate. What is the charac¬ 
ter of the person in question? 
Should a period of stupidity 
eclipse a record of decency? 
It’s also an occasion to inves¬ 
tigate each unique circum¬ 
stance, the nature of each sin 
that was committed and the 
implied remedy to that sin. 
Some sins, like anger and lust, 
are like wild beasts. They have 
to be fought through habits 
of restraint. Some sins like big¬ 
otry are like stains. They can 
be expunged only by apology 
and cleansing. Some like steal¬ 


ing are like a debt. They can 
be rectified only by repaying. 
Some, like adultery, are more 
like treason than like crime; 
they can be rectified only by 
slowly reweaving relationships. 
Some sins like vanity - Williams’ 
sin - can be treated only by ex¬ 
treme self-abasement. 

During the judgment phase 
hard questions have to be 
asked so that in forgiving we 
don’t lower our standards. 
Confession and Penitence 
At some point the offender has 
to get out in front of the pro¬ 
cess, being more self-critical 
than anyone else around him. 
He has to probe down to the 
root of his error, offer a confes¬ 
sion more complete than ex¬ 
pected. He has to put public 
reputation and career on the 
back burner and come up with 
a course that will move him to¬ 
ward his own emotional and 
spiritual recovery, to become 
strongest in the weakest plac¬ 
es. 

Reconciliation and Re-trust 
After judgments have been 
made and penitence per¬ 
formed, both the offender 
and offended bend toward 
each other. As King said, trust 
doesn’t have to be immediate, 
but the wrong act is no longer 
a barrier to a relationship. The 
offender endures his season of 
shame and is better for it. The 
offended are free from mean 
emotions like vengeance and 
are uplifted when they offer 
kindness. The social fabric is re¬ 
paired. Community solidarity is 
strengthened by the reunion. 

I guess I think Brian Williams 
shouldn’t have to resign, for 
the reason that David Carr em¬ 
phasized in The Times: Williams’ 
transgressions were not part 
of his primary job responsibili¬ 
ties. And because I think good 
people are stronger when giv¬ 
en second chances. 

But the larger question is how 
we build community in the face 
of scandal. Do we exile the of¬ 
fender or heal the relationship? 
Would you rather become the 
sort of person who excludes, or 
one who offers tough but heal¬ 
ing love?Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Read between 
the_ 

6 Pretense; farce 

10 Groupies 

14 Come up 

15 Conceal 

16 _ house; 
realtor’s event 

17 Explorer_de 

Leon 

18 Wonderful 
Life” 

19 Uncommon 

20 Nikes or 
Reeboks 

22 Veer 

24 In the _; 
healthy 

25 Schemer 

26 Go skyward 

29 Name on a 
check 

30 “_! Humbug!” 

31 Comedian and 
actor George 

33 Not taut 

37 Dishonest one 

39 _ up; got 
some sense 

41 Wild feline 

42 Firstborn of two 

44 Suffers defeat 

46 Fannie _; 
home loan type 

47 Stable newborns 

49 Pure 

51 Eight-limbed 
sea creature 

54 Bazaar 

55 Red wine 

56 Lower class 
men? 

60 “Old King _ 
was a merry...” 

61 Trick; scam 
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2 Common metal 

3 Four and five 

4 Get away 

5 Looking for 

6 _ one’s duties; 
be negligent 

7 Smacks 

8 Commercials 

9 Ridiculously 
few in number 

10 Predict 

11 Set _; reserve 

12 Boldness 

13 Derisive smile 
21 Bestow, as a 

gift to a college 
23 Troubles 
25 Loses color 


Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 



64 _ up; spends 

27 Spinnaker or jib 

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
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65 A single time 

28 African nation 



66 Blessed _; 

29 Mexican dollars 

43 Lasso 

54 Repaired 

birth of a child 

32 Invoices 

45 Moved 

56 Marathon 

67 Take a break 

34 Aspirations 

slightly 

57 Burrows and 

68 Piece of tall 

35 Outer garment 

48 Book writer 

Vigoda 

marsh grass 

36 Patella’s place 

50 Show up 

58 Tattletale 

69 Writing tables 

38 Plant new trees 

51 Take place 

59 Singer and 


in the woods 

52 Near 

pianist 

DOWN 

40 Evening coffee, 

53 “Andersen’s 

Domino 


1 Drinks like Fido perhaps 


Fairy _ 


62 Afternoon hour 
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San Barbola 292 

This property is built on 
6468 sf of property land. 
The property comes fully 
fenced in, with alarmsys- 
tem, modern European 
kitchen, separate stor¬ 
age/laundry area, nicely 
landscaped garden and 
much more. Layout: 
Living room, dining room, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms & covered 
back porch. 


GnjuQk. 

Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 


US$225. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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Extend your Stay 
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ifieds 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

Divi Golf and beach week 8, 
2/21, two room suite, lock off 
master, king bed, luxury 
furnishings, Rm 2324, gated, 

24 hr security. PVT Park. 

Steps to affinity up pool 
washer/dryer $6450 also Divi 
Dutch Village studio, Feb.7 rm 
136 king bed, queen sofa 
$3750 

e-mail: rmwimw@aol.com or 
phone US 508-651-0016 

211711 

OCCIDENTAL TIME SHARE 
FOR SALE 

wks 1 and 2 FIXED 
In perpetuity all in 
2 bdr, kitchen, dining area, 
living room with sleeper sofa 
$31,500 per week 
Call room 2525 Occidental 

211693 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

Aruba Beach Club week 22 
May 5, superior Rm 151 $2500 
Casa del MarAmb. one 
bedroom unit week 29 unit 
1326 July 18 $2500 and 
Paradise Beach Villas week 32 
Rm 310,1 br Aug. 8 $2100 all 
+M Fees 

e-mail: rmwimw@aol.com or 
phone US 508-651-0016 

_ 211676 

FOR SALE 

Multi purpose home in 
Tanki Leendert, 3 bedr., 

2 baths, maid's room + 
apartment, ideal for home- 
based business with 
ample parking. 

Asking price 

Afls 475.000, ($266,854,). 
Call 5937118. 

211728 

CASA DEL MAR 
For Sale 

wks 52 and 01 (53 each 4 Y) 
Room 1130 all $38,000 
E-mail: espiga26@gmail.com 
Phone: (58)412-343-2626 

211731 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
For Sale 

2 story building with upscale 
Bar/Lounge with complete 
inventory. 

Plus operation PERMIT 
Call: 594-5661 


211735 



TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

1+2 

517 

$19,000 

10 

137 

$9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$9,000 

13 

501 

$9,000 

14 

540 

$5,000 

14 

349 

$11,000 

10 

521 

$8,500 

9 

135 

$9,000 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

211695 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner 

Tropicana wk 7, Presidential 
wk 2/14 start, two pools, hugh 
slide, sleeps 4, lock off master 
Unit 5532, recent updates all 
amaneties, $3150 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com or 
phone US 508-651-0016 

211727 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Caribbean Palm Village 

Week room price 
3 A103 $1500 

3 A201 $3500 

4 A201 $3500 

5 A201 $3500 

6 A201 $3500 

9 E303 $3000 

11 E202B $4500 

14 E208 $1500 

Call Don USA 856-9069007 
Aruba 526-2700 Room A201 
e-mail: 

DMLAPINSON@GMAIL.COM 

_ 211672 

TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
La Cabana 

Unit 132 A weeks 6&7 (Fri-Fri) 

1 bedroom ground floor sleeps 
4 quite side & building 2 
entrande & exits short walk to 
beach with ocean view $11,000 
both weeks 
e-mail 

alan.seymour@gmail.com 

211737 


ANTIQUES & 

CURIOSITIES 

Rococo Plaza rd 4 a 
Tanki Laandart 

SALE SALE 

Open Daily Mon- Frid 9-1 
Afternoon 3-5 Sat. 9-1 only 
\riio : call 741-5540 
Wholesale Bubble Plastic 
www.enlbqitesa™ba.com 


DOCTOR 
f ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Dassen 


EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 

FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 
San Nicolas: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


February 13 

Noordam 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Teh 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-44_33 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 5 83-38 08 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Who pays? Who cuts emissions? 5 issues for UN climate deal 
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In this Tuesday, Feb. 26,2008 file photo, charcoal kilns are seen in Tailandia, state of Para, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — World 
governments are hoping 
that this year will mark a 
breakthrough in the slow¬ 
paced U.N. climate talks. 
In Geneva this week, ne- 


Classifieds 

Re/Sales 
Divi Links (Golf) 

1 bedroom week 6 room 
2321 36 weeks remain on 
the contract 10 can be 
accelerated .$8000 
more information call 
:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211736 

Re/Sales 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR wk 8 room #2530 
Harbor View Price:$8500 
Paradise Beach Villas 

1 bedroom week 7 room #424 
pool/ocean view $9500 

more info call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211736 

Re/Sales 
Casa Del Mar 

2 bedroom week 5 room 1501 
pool/ocean view $25000 

For Rent 
Divi Phoenix 

studio sleep 4 week 7 date : 

14 Febr to 21 Febr 2015 
Price:$1500 

more info call:005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211736 


gotiators from more than 
190 countries are working 
on a draft of a deal that's 
supposed to be adopted 
in Paris in December. At 
this point it's a wish list 
reflecting the diverging 
preferences of rich coun¬ 
tries like the U.S. and Ja¬ 
pan, major developing 
economies such as China 
and India, oil producers in 
the Middle East and Pa¬ 
cific islands at risk of being 
submerged by rising seas. 
But governments must try 
to find common ground 
on a range of thorny issues 
over the next 10 months. 
Here's a look at the most 
important ones: 

WHO DOES WHAT? 

Unless the world can 
agree on a formula for 
how to divide the cuts 
in heat-trapping carbon 
emissions that scientists 
say is required to avoid 
dangerous levels of warm¬ 
ing, Paris will be deemed 
another failure, just like an 
acrimonious 2009 climate 


summit in Copenhagen. 
Under the previous U.N. 
climate deal, the 1997 
Kyoto Protocol, only rich 
countries were required 
to limit their emissions 
from mostly using coal, 
oil and gas. Now, with 
the majority of emissions 
coming from develop¬ 
ing countries, everyone is 
supposed to chip in. But 
how? 

While developed coun¬ 
tries reject staying the only 
ones required to cut emis¬ 
sions, developing coun¬ 
tries are concerned that a 
new system would enable 
rich countries to hand 
over the responsibility for 
tackling global warming. 
BINDING OR NOT 
If delegates emerge with 
a deal in Paris, what are 
they going to call it? A 
“protocol," a “legal instru¬ 
ment” or an “agreed out¬ 
come with legal force?" 
Those who, like the Eu¬ 
ropean Union, expect a 
legally binding protocol 


with emissions targets for 
all countries are likely be 
disappointed. The U.S. 
doesn't want that, know¬ 
ing it most likely couldn't 
get approval by Con¬ 
gress. 

Finding a legal form ac¬ 
ceptable to everyone is 
a major challenge. One 
possibility is requiring each 
country to set a target but 
without a penalty for miss¬ 
ing it. 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY 

Some critics of the U.N. 
talks describe them as 
a massive wealth trans¬ 
fer scheme. That ignores 
the fact that most de¬ 
veloping countries need 
money and technology 
to grow their economies 
in a cleaner way than to¬ 
day's rich countries did for 
decades before the im¬ 
pact of carbon pollution 
was understood. Also, the 
world's poor are the most 
vulnerable to climate 
change and did the least 
to create the problem. 


But the good of the plan¬ 
et does not always take 
center stage in negotia¬ 
tions. Rich, poor and mid¬ 
dle-income countries all 
want the deal to reflect 
their national economic 
priorities. 

Right now the trickiest 
money issue is how to 
raise the $100 billion in 
annual climate aid that 
rich countries promised to 
give poor nations by 2020. 
MARKETS 

Countries still haven't de¬ 
cided whether the new 
agreementshould include 
market mechanisms that 
would allow countries and 
companies to offset their 
own emissions by paying 
for reductions elsewhere. 
Europeans and others 
see carbon markets as es¬ 
sential to fighting climate 
change. But some anti¬ 
capitalist countries led 
by Bolivia are opposed 
to the idea, warning that 
markets will turn nature it¬ 
self into a commodity. 
LONG-TERM GOAL 
To avoid the most dan¬ 
gerous impacts of cli¬ 
mate change, countries 
have already agreed 
that global temperatures 
should not rise more than 
2 degrees Celsius (3.6 F), 
compared to pre-indus¬ 
trial times. But many want 
the Paris deal to state spe¬ 
cifically what that means 
in terms of emissions cuts. 
Some say the agreement 
should incorporate the 
U.N. climate science pan¬ 
el’s finding that — to have 
a two-thirds chance of 
staying below 2 degrees 
C — the world must cut 
emissions by some 40 to 70 
percent by 2050. Others 
want to go further, call¬ 
ing for net zero emissions 
by mid-century, meaning 
no more emissions than 
the world’s forests can 
absorb.Q 
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CBS’ Bob Simon 
remembered as 
master storyteller 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Bob Si¬ 
mon was kidnapped in Iraq, 
beaten in Belfast and held 
at gunpoint in Romania dur¬ 
ing a nearly 50-year career 
at CBS News. His bravery 
made the mundane way he 
died — in the back seat of 
a car on Manhattan’s West 
Side Highway Wednesday 
night — seem all the more 
tragic. 

Simon’s work outlives him, 
and not just on reputation. A 
story he was working on with 
his producer, daughter Tan¬ 
ya Simon, about searching 
for an Ebola cure, is sched¬ 
uled to air on “60 Minutes” 
this weekend. The news¬ 
magazine will have a full 
tribute to Simon on Feb. 22. 
He died at age 73. 

Simon was a foreign corre¬ 
spondent in the heyday of 
CBS News and broadcast 
news in general. He was one 
of the last to leave Vietnam 
following the fall of Saigon 
in 1973, and reported on 
conflicts in Northern Ireland, 
Nigeria, Portugal, Cyprus, 
Argentina, India, Romania, 
Bosnia and, most indelibly, 
the Middle East. 

He often said he was bet¬ 
ter known in Israel when he 
was stationed there than he 
was in the U.S., something he 
may have wished was un¬ 
true. A story in the late 1980s 
that showed Israeli soldiers 
beating Palestinian boys 
during the Intifada earned 
him so many threats that he 
needed to hire security for 
his home. 

During the first Gulf War 
in 1991, he was taken by 
Iraqi forces near the Ku- 
wait-Saudi border. He and 
three colleagues were held 
and beaten severely for six 
weeks, after which he said 
he hoped his interrogators 
“die soon and painfully.” 
While he was held, one of 
his New York colleagues 
prepared an obituary reel — 
kind of a reverse psycholo¬ 
gy, hoping it would never be 
used. Following his release 
and return to New York, it 
was handed to him. It took 



In this April 7, 2014 file photo. 
Bob Simon of “60 Minutes,” 
attends the New York 
premiere of “The Railway 
Man” in New York. 

Associated Press 


Simon months to watch. 
“When you look at your obit, 
it sort of reminds you how 
close you came to being 
dead,” he said. 

Jeffrey Fager, then a young 
producer at CBS News and 
now executive producer of 
“60 Minutes,” said he was al¬ 
ways eager to hear Simon’s 
take on a story, even if many 
others covered it. Simon 
would usually notice some¬ 
thing others hadn’t, he said. 
Simon had the hardware, 
including some 27 Emmy 
Awards. His impact may 
be better felt in the words 
of younger correspondents 
who followed his path. An¬ 
derson Cooper nearly broke 
down speaking about his 
death on CNN Wednes¬ 
day night, saying he felt in¬ 
timidated walking the same 
hallways with Simon. 

“When I try to write really 
well, I listen for Bob’s voice,” 
said NBC News correspon¬ 
dent Richard Engel, in an 
email from Iraq Thursday. 
“Sometimes I can just hear 
it — the ups and downs, the 
simple phrase to button up 
a complex thought — but 
then when I think I’ve got it, 
it’s gone too quickly, just like 
Bob. 

“He was a brilliant writer 
and journalist who had the 
amazing ability to be brave, 
intelligent and witty all at 
the same time and make it 
look effortless,” Engel said. 
“He was the gold standard. 
Without him, our profession is 
diminished. ”□ 


Rosie O’Donnell says goodbye 
to ‘The View’ for second time 



In this image released by ABC, co-hosts Nicolle Wallace, left, 
Rosie O’Donnell, holding daughter Dakota, center and Rosie 
Perez appear on the set of “The View,” on Thursday, Feb. 12, 
2015 in New York. Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rosie 
O'Donnell has ended her 
second stint on “The View,” 
her goodbye about as 
short as her tenure. 

Holding her toddler daugh¬ 
ter, O’Donnell made her 
exit Thursday in a segment 
that lasted barely 40 sec¬ 
onds. She thanked the 
show’s creator, Barbara 
Walters, for having her on 
twice. Her first tenure last¬ 
ed a stormy eight months 
that ended in 2007. 

She announced last week¬ 
end she was leaving. 
O’Donnell, who is going 
through a divorce and has 
had a heart attack, said 
she needed to reduce the 
stress in her life. 

“We’ve had fun and I hope 
we'll have more," she said. 
“I'll come back and do an 
occasional crafting seg¬ 
ment because I have a hot 
glue gun and will travel." 
On her last show she scold¬ 
ed Kanye West for his post- 
Grammy Awards rant at 
Beck, and her comment in 


a segment about a Mon¬ 
tana legislator trying to 
ban too-tight clothing had 
to be bleeped out. 

Her outsized personality 
brought the usual tabloid 
rumors of backstage strife 
at the daytime talk show. 
O'Donnell had returned to 
“The View” in September, 
part of a revamp aimed 
at stopping a ratings slide, 
joining Whoopi Goldberg, 
Rosie Perez and Nicolle 
Wallace on the panel. 


“The change has not, given 
their ratings performance, 
been successful in that re¬ 
gard,” said Bill Carroll, an 
analyst of the syndication 
market for Katz Media. 

The ABC show has aver¬ 
aged 2.91 million viewers 
per day, down from 3.04 
million last season, the 
Nielsen company said. The 
CBS knockoff “The Talk,” 
meanwhile, in nipping at 
its heels with an average of 
2.69 million viewers.Q 


‘Elementary’ star Lucy Liu 
goes behind the camera 



PALEV 


In this Oct. 5, 2013 file photo, actress Lucy Liu attends a 
screening of “Elementary” at PaleyFest: Made In NY in New 
York. Associated Press 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “El¬ 
ementary” star Lucy Liu 
had to be pushy to get a 
chance to turn director on 
the CBS crime drama. 

“It's harder for women in 
general. You have to ask 
and ask and ask. You have 
to break the door down. 


... and come in with a real 
belief in what you're do¬ 
ing," she said. 

Liu directed Thursday's epi¬ 
sode of the series in which 
she plays Dr. Joan Watson 
opposite Jonny Lee Miller’s 
Sherlock Holmes. The job 
required juggling acting 
with the demands of going 
behind the camera and 


the pace of TV production, 
she said. 

“Television is a machine. 
You jump on to this con¬ 
veyer belt that is going at 
a very quick speed, and if 
you can’t keep up you fall 
off and fall hard,” said Liu, 
who directed her first epi¬ 
sode of “Elementary" last 
season. 

She avoided any tumbles, 
she said, and is eager to re¬ 
peat the experience. 

Liu, whose on-screen cred¬ 
its include “Ally McBeal” 
and the films “Charlie’s An¬ 
gels” and “Kill Bill," said she 
remains enthusiastic about 
acting but appreciates 
the growth that directing 
and its broader view of a 
project can bring. “After 
having directed, you really 
don’t see things the same 
way anymore. You ap¬ 
proach things with a differ¬ 
ent eye, as a different per¬ 
son, ultimately,” Liu saidO 
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Kenny G wants in on traditional jazz radio, Hollywood 



In this Saturday, Feb. 7, 2015 file photo, Kenny G arrives at the 
2015 Clive Davis Pre-Grammy Gala at the Beverly Hilton Hotel 
in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press In this Saturday, Feb. 7, 2015 file photo, Kenny 
G arrives at the 2015 Clive Davis Pre-Grammy Gala at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. Associated Press 


RYAN PEARSON 
AP Entertainment Writer 
MALIBU, Calif. (AP) — Ken¬ 
ny G still has something to 
prove. 

The biggest-selling instru¬ 
mental artist of the modern 
era is recognized world¬ 
wide — particularly in Chi¬ 
na — for his smooth saxo¬ 
phone skills and trademark 
mop of curly hair. Sure, 
he’s long been a punch 
line for “South Park” and 
musical purists, but gener¬ 
ally laughs off criticism with 
his own self-deprecating 
humor. 

Now the 58-year-old art¬ 
ist born Kenneth Gorelick 
hungers for a certain ca¬ 
chet beyond platinum 
plaques. He'd like tunes 
from his latest album, “Bra¬ 
zilian Nights," mixed in on 
traditional jazz radio be¬ 
tween the likes of Stan 
Getz and Miles Davis. 

“If they don’t play this, it’s 
only because they must 
not like me and what they 
think I stand for,” Kenny G 


said in an interview, refer¬ 
ring to station program¬ 
mers. “This is traditional jazz. 
It's played very authentic 
and I did my homework. 
If they listen and go ‘ugh’ 
then they're not listening to 
it. They’re just looking at my 


face and going ‘ugh.’” 

The album released last 
month features covers of 
bossa nova standards like 
“Corcovado” and “Girl 
From Ipanema,” along 
with several of Kenny G’s 
own compositions, includ¬ 


ing “Bossa Real." 

The smooth jazz saxophon¬ 
ist recorded in a newly built 
studio at his gated sea- 
view compound in Malibu. 
He counts Hollywood titans 
as his neighbors and pur¬ 
chased special equipment 
so that he can watch first- 
run movies at his home the¬ 
ater. 

Film is a passion. And his 
continuing inability to 
break into composing for 
movies is a “pet peeve," 
he said. 

“There’s a door that says, 
‘You can do movie scores.’ 
I’ve gone up to the door 
and I’ve knocked. Nobody 
answers,” he said. “Some¬ 
times it cracks open and I 
go, ‘Hey do you remember 
me?' And they go, ‘Yeah, 
yeah, we'll work with you.' 
Then they slam the door.” 
He said he's hoping a high- 
profile movie director will 
eventually consider his 
work, even ironically. 

“You know what’s going 
to happen? Quentin Tar¬ 


antino is going to call me," 
Kenny G said, smiling. “Be¬ 
cause I’m going to be so 
quirky for what he’s doing. 
He’ll be doing a movie and 
he’s going to go, ‘Oh yeah, 
one of his songs would 
sound really out of place 
there. That’s perfect.’” 

For now, he’s trying to 
gather the courage to ap¬ 
proach director Ron How¬ 
ard, having already written 
three melodies he thinks 
would be perfect for films, 
one in particular for a How¬ 
ard movie. 

“These three melodies, 
if you hear them, and if 
they were the theme from 
the movie ... you would 
go, ‘OK, those have to be 
nominated for Academy 
Awards,'” Kenny G said. “I 
just hope I don’t do them 
all in the same year.” 

He pauses, considering, 
and smiles. 

“Maybe I should do them 
all in the same year. 
Then you’ve got a better 
chance. ”□ 


After years in limbo, ‘Bosch’ comes to life as Amazon series 



This March 10, 2011 file photo shows author Michael Connelly 
during a press event for the film, “The Lincoln Lawyer,” in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. Associated Press 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
the first season of “Bosch” 
debuts Friday on Ama¬ 
zon, it will be an achieve¬ 
ment 20 years in the mak¬ 
ing for Michael Connelly, 
the author of the popular 
crime novel series center¬ 
ing on Los Angeles Police 
Detective Harry Bosch. For 
the online retailer that first 
ventured into original pro¬ 
gramming five years ago, it 
will serve as the rising con¬ 
tent provider's latest test. 
“It's certainly been long 
awaited by the Bosch 
fans," said Titus Welliver, 
the veteran actor of “Lost” 
and “The Good Wife” fame 
who portrays the rule¬ 
breaking sleuth. “There’s 
a tremendous amount of 
excitement and support 
coming from them. I feel 
strongly about what we’ve 
accomplished, as far as sa¬ 
tiating the appetite of the 
fans. They're going to be 
happy." 

Connelly originally sold 
the rights to his gritty nov¬ 
els back in 1995 to Para¬ 
mount. A proposed series 
of films languished in de¬ 


velopment, and they were 
never made. While the 
character first introduced 
in 1992’s “The Black Echo” 
lived on in print, Connelly 
wasn't able to reclaim the 
screen rights to Bosch until 
2010. When he did, a Bosch 
movie no longer seemed 
apropos. 


“The world had changed,” 
acknowledged Connelly. 
“We’re now in a golden 
age of this kind of serialized 
storytelling. It worked well 
with what I had. I was sitting 
there with 15 books, and a 
two-hour movie wasn’t go¬ 
ing to cut it. I didn’t even 
consider going back to 


Hollywood to get a movie 
going again. I thought we 
needed 50 or 60 hours to 
do this character justice.” 
Amazon, the world’s larg¬ 
est book seller, swooped in 
when Connelly was shop¬ 
ping a potential TV series. 
He signed on as an ex¬ 
ecutive producer and en¬ 
listed Eric Overmyer, who 
previously worked on “The 
Wire,” to bring Bosch to life, 
a daunting task consider¬ 
ing Bosch's history now 
spans 17 novels. (The latest 
one, “The Burning Room,” 
was released last year.) 

The show — Amazon's first 
drama — is arriving after 
the studio has gained ac¬ 
claim for the comedies 
“Alpha House,” "Mozart in 
the Jungle” and “Transpar¬ 
ent,” which was recently 
honored with a Directors 
Guild Award and a pair of 
Golden Globes. However, 
“Bosch” has a more con¬ 
ventional approach than 
those shows — a notion 
that doesn't bother Con¬ 
nelly. 

“My goal was to be loyal 
to the character and to be 
loyal to the Los Angeles of 
the books,” said Connelly. 


“It is a familiar archetype. 
There’s no doubt about 
it, but there are unique 
aspects. From the point 
of view of Amazon, they 
call themselves the ‘ev¬ 
erything’ store, so when 
it comes to Amazon pro¬ 
gramming, they want to 
have something for every¬ 
one.” 

For the most part, “Bosch” 
stays true to Connelly’s 
written words, except 
Welliver’s Bosch is younger, 
a veteran of the first Iraq 
War instead of the Vietnam 
War. Also, the first season's 
ongoing mystery and plots 
are drawn from the novels 
“The Concrete Blonde,” 
"City of Bones" and “Echo 
Park,” which aren’t chron¬ 
ologically connected 
throughout the book series. 
With so much more source 
material left on his shelves, 
Connelly said the TV ver¬ 
sion of “Bosch" could run 
for several years if Amazon 
Prime subscribers respond 
well to the live-action inter¬ 
pretation of the dogged 
detective and the myster¬ 
ies he solves throughout 
a divided Los Angeles. 
Welliver is game.Q 
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THE WAVE REIMAGINED 
UNDENIABLY EBEL. 


The new EBEL Wave, 
shown in 18K yellow gold 
& two-toned stainless steel 
hers with diamonds. 

The collection, intelligently 
priced from $1,500. 


EBEL.COM 
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L G. Smith Blvd. #94 (2 Locations) 

Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivasjewelers.com 


L.G. Smith Blvd. #95 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw -www.shivasjewelers.com 








